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THE ASSIGNMENT of the Historical Commission is to  
maintain accurate data in response to fulfilling the biblical   
mission and vision of the Church of God—prayer, Pentecostal 
worship, world evangelization, church planting, leadership  
development, care, and interdependence.

The methods by which this task is achieved are through the  
collection and preservation of vital documents, worldwide   
outreach achievements, and the commissioning of historical 
books and publications.

The 76th International General Assembly marks the third, 
36-page, full-color publication that has been prepared for   
distribution at the Assembly. Church history is kept fresh,   
accurate, and current by this informative avenue. Our compli-
mentary booklet is provided to you by the support of church 
leaders listed on page 3.

To the Ends of the Earth features an overview of Church of God 
ministry in every area of the world. You will be both informed 
and inspired as you read about church outreach and planting.

—Floyd D. Carey

To the Ends 
of the Earth
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1886 
R.G. Spurling 
establishes Barney Creek 
Christian Union

1896 
Holiness revival 
at Shearer 
Schoolhouse

1897 
Spurling establishes 
Piney Grove 
Christian Union 

“This World Is Not My Home”
This world is not my home, 
I’m just a passing through

My treasures are laid up somewhere 
beyond the blue. . .

THE LYRICS OF Albert E. Brum-
ley’s “This World Is Not My 
Home” resound with truth 
for the twenty-first century 

Christian. The ever-present tension of 
living in this world while preparing for 
the next is found throughout Scripture. 
Although Genesis begins with Adam and 

Eve in the Garden of Eden, the Book of 
Revelation ends with a description of the 
New Jerusalem, the promise of Jesus—“I 
am coming quickly,”—and the response 
of John—“Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” In 
Genesis, we read God’s promise of the land 
of Canaan to Abraham and his descen-
dants (Genesis 12:1-7). Yet, the writer of 
Hebrews recognizes Abraham and other 
Old Testament saints as “strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth” (Hebrews 11:13).

Jesus commissioned the church to 
move beyond Jerusalem and Judea to all 
the peoples of the earth. Just before He 

was taken up into the clouds, His disciples 
asked if it was then “time to restore the 
kingdom to Israel.” In response, Jesus 
turned their attention away from their 
time and place toward the entire earth, 
and His words reverberate throughout the 
centuries to the church today. “But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 
NIV). This Great Commission of Jesus 
remains the mission of the church, and can 
only be fulfilled by a truly global church.

MISSION, MIGRATION, AND 
MOVEMENT IN THE GLOBAL CHURCH

1897
Spur
Pine
Chris

TIMELINE

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 NIV).

General Overseer Tomlinson (left) and other church 
leaders standing at a train depot. When Tomlinson 

relocated to Cleveland in 1906, the town’s major 
north/south railroad made it an ideal base from 

which to preach the gospel.

MISSION, MIGRATION, AND MOVEMENT 
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1899 
A. J. Tomlinson moves 
to Culberson, North 
Carolina, as missionary

1900 
Mob of 106 dismantle 
and burn Holiness 
meeting house

1903 
A. J. Tomlinson 
joins Holiness 
Church 

MISSION
mis∙sion [mish- n]  noun: a sending or 
being sent for some duty or purpose

Pastor A. J. Tomlinson had relocated 
from Westfield, Indiana, to Culberson, 
North Carolina, and then to Cleveland, 
Tennessee, as a home missionary to the 
mountains of North Carolina, Georgia, 
and Tennessee. A year after moving to 
Cleveland, Tomlinson wrote in his journal 
about a spiritual burden for the people of 
Central America. 

This morning I felt a special burden for 
souls in Central America, and I am not 
sure yet, but Father may have called me 
to that field as I was at prayer out in 
the woods. As the call seemed to come 

I said, ‘Yes Father,’ and entered into 
groanings that could not be uttered…. 
The country and people are unknown 
to me, but I’ll go if God sends me (Jour-
nal, December 17, 1905).

Although Tomlinson never traveled to 
Central America, today the Church of God 
has extensive ministries and thousands of 
members there. 

In telling the story of Church of God 
World Missions, historian Bill George 
divided the history of missions ministries 
into three periods. Missionaries “going on 
their own” characterized the first period 
during which they traveled at their own  
initiative and with no regular support.  
During this time, local churches and the 
General Assembly sent occasional offerings, 

1902 
Holiness Church at 
Camp Creek is set in 
order in Bryant’s home

and missionaries frequently reported to 
publications such as the Church of God 
Evangel seeking support. The situation 
improved somewhat in 1913 when the 
General Assembly appointed a committee 
of three to develop funding and oversight. 
This committee recommended that local 
churches contribute a tenth of their offer-
ings to missions work. Even with this rec-
ommendation, resources remained inad-
equate to send and support missionaries. 
Despite limited support, several success-
fully “made full proof” of their ministries.

According to George, the appointment 
of a standing board in 1926 inaugurated 
the era of “Board-appointed” missionaries. 
This change moved responsibility from the 

Directors of World Missions
In order to carry out its work, the 

Missions Board initially appointed one of 
its members to serve as a corresponding 
secretary, who communicated between 
the board and appointed missionaries. 
By 1942, the work was so extensive that 
a full-time executive was needed. Initially 
called “executive secretary,” M. P. Cross 
was the first to fill the office.

Milo P. Cross   1942–1946
J. Stewart Brinsfield   1946–1948
J. H. Walker Sr.   1948–1952
Paul H. Walker   1952–1958
L. H. Aultman   1958–1964
Vessie D. Hargrave   1964–1968
James L. Slay   1968–1970
W. E. Johnson   1970–1973
T. L. Forester   1973–1976
Robert White   1976–1980
Jim O. McClain Sr.   1980–1984
J. H. Walker Jr.   1984–1988
Lovell R. Cary   1988–1992; 2000–2004
Roland Vaughan   1992–1996; 2004–2008
Gene D. Rice   1996–2000
Douglas LeRoy   2008–2012
Timothy M. Hill   2012–2016

M. P. Cross, here with 
his wife, Lettie, became 
the first full-time director 
of Church of God World 
Missions in 1942.

e
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1904 
Tomlinson 
family relocates 
to Cleveland, 
Tennessee 

1906 
First General 
Assembly 
emphasizes 
evangelism

1906 
North Cleveland 
Church of God 
begins

d 
1907 
General Assembly 
adopts name 
“Church of God”

MISSION, MIGRATION, AND MOVEMENT 

overworked general overseer to the board. 
Along with promotional and structural 
improvements, one of the first actions of 
the Missions Board was a recommenda-
tion for every local church to send offer-
ings to support missionaries. This plan 
greatly increased financial resources.

A third era began in 1988 when prima-
ry responsibility for finacial support shift-
ed to the missionaries themselves rather 
than dependence on the Missions Board. 
This change opened up significant new 
opportunities and allowed for a “growing 
missionary force” (Bill George, Until All 
Have Heard). Along with this change in 

funding, Church of God congregations 
throughout the world have begun to take 
their place in fulfilling the Great Com-
mission, so places that were once mission 
fields are now becoming mission forces.

MIGRATION
mi∙gra∙tion [mi-grā-sh n] noun: mov-
ing from one country, place, or locality to 
another

From the time of Adam and Eve, 
human beings have migrated to places 
other than their homeland—sometimes 
voluntarily, sometimes involuntarily. 

Reasons vary, but are often due to being 
forced to flee by elements beyond their 
control such as war or natural disaster. 
Frequently, immigrants are seeking 
opportunities to make a better life for 
their families. Adam and Eve were ban-
ished from Eden. Cain sought shelter in 
the land of Nod. Abram was called to the 
land of milk and honey. Israel was taken 
captive to Babylon. Jesus left heaven to 
become one with humankind, and com-
missioned His disciples to go to the ends 
of the earth. Yet, despite Jesus’ command, 
it seemed as if many in the early church 
did not leave Jerusalem until a great 
persecution caused them to be “scattered 
abroad” (Acts 8:1).

The world we live in has witnessed a 
dramatic rise in mass migration in the 
last 50 years.  Countries that topped the 

Snapshot of the  
Global Church of God
(April 2016)
• 183 Countries and   

Territories
• 42,271 Ministers
• 38,331 Churches
• 7,345,131 Members
• 241 Missionaries Sent 

From USA and Canada
• 339 Missionaries Sent 

From Other Countries
• 112 Bible Schools/Colleges/

Universities Outside USA/
Canada

• 35,399 Students Outside 
USA/Canada

J. H. INGRAM
I promised the Lord I would do anything He 
wanted me to, say anything He wanted me to 
say, go anywhere He wanted me to go, and 
stay anywhere He wanted me to stay, if He 
would baptize me with the Holy Ghost, and 
He took me at my word . —J. H. Ingram

KENTUCKY BORN James Henry 
Ingram’s vision for reaching the world for 
Christ was a great catalyst to the expansion 
of missions. After meeting a missionary from 
India, the young Ingram’s love for missions 
compelled him to sell his car to pay for his 
first missionary assignment to Bermuda. 
From 1935 to 1947, he served as a missions 
representative. During this time, the Church 
of God entered over 20 countries and gained 
almost 20,000 members.

Ingram is best known for his “Golden 
Jubilee Tour” in 1936, during which he cel-
ebrated the 50th anniversary of the Church 
of God. Traveling 44,000 miles, he circled the 
earth meeting missionaries and congrega-
tions with an invitation to join the Church of 
God. His regular reports to the Church of God 
Evangel inspired countless members and led 
to the publication of his book, Around the 
World With the Gospel Light.

Missions Representative J. H. Ingram traveled 
around the world introducing the Church of God 
in 1936.

e
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1908 
A. J. Tomlinson 
receives baptism 
in the Holy Spirit

m 
it

1909 
Edmond and 
Rebecca Barr 
travel to 
Bahamas

1910 
Arcadia, Florida, 
gives first 
missions offering

list of foreign-born population in the year 
2000 were Australia (23.6%), New Zea-
land (19.5%), and Canada (17.4%). Such 
migration has important implications for 
Christianity:

• Many immigrants are Christians 
who carry a “fresh spiritual vitality” to 
their new homes.  As they migrate, they 
become missionaries and revivalists with 
the potential of spreading the gospel and 
revitalizing the church.

• Typically, immigrants are open to  
new opportunities, including hearing  
the gospel.

•  The Christian community is shifting 
from the global North to the global South 
and from the Western world to the East. 
The center of Christianity is now in Africa, 
and it is likely that there are more Chris-
tians worshiping each Sunday in China 
than in the United States.

• Much of Christianity in the global 
South is Pentecostal or charismatic.

• Nations such as the United States are 
increasingly diverse.

Christianity has been described as a 
migrant religion, and migration has been 
a significant cause of its global expansion. 
Today’s evangelistic strategies demand an 
understanding of global movement and 
migration. Wherever we are, we must share 
the gospel with migrants whom God brings 
our way. Whoever we are, we must be open 
to the possibility that those from other 
places may be a gift of God to bring revival 
to our land. And wherever we go, we must 
be bearers of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

MOVEMENT
movement [mūv-m nt] noun: an orga-
nized effort to promote or attain an end

Today, the Church of God is organi-
zationally arranged in six distinct geo-
graphical regions:  (1) the United States of 
America and Canada; (2) the Caribbean; 

(3) Latin America; (4) Europe, Eurasia, 
Middle East; (5) Africa; and (6) Asia/
Pacific. Although such organization is 
helpful and necessary for administrative 
purposes, it does not entirely reveal the 
many ways in which the Church of God 
has spread from a vital restoration move-
ment in southeast Tennessee to a great 
denomination with a global mission.

This brief publication tells the exciting 
story of how God has used the Church of 
God to fulfill Christ’s commission to take 

the gospel “to the ends of the earth.” We 
will see that our emergence as a global 
church developed in many different ways. 
Missionaries responding to God’s call have 
taken the gospel to new nations and terri-
tories. Migrants have emigrated from their 
homeland for economic or political rea-
sons. As the New Year dawned in January 
2016, what began as a single congregation 
in Monroe County, Tennessee, is now a 
global movement ministering in 183 coun-
tries and territories of the world. ■

BISHOP FELIX F. POYSER: An Immigrant With a Mission
FELIX F. POYSER was born in 1929 into a Jamaican family that had migrated to Cuba for 

economic reasons. Yet at a young age, his family returned to their homeland. Back in Jamaica, 
he came to know the Lord in an open-air 
meeting and followed the advice of his 
spiritual elders to attend the Jamaican 
School of Theology in Montego Bay.

Like many other young adult Jamai-
cans, Poyser migrated to the United 
Kingdom in 1955 where he married Lilith. 
They became very involved in the New 
Testament Church of God, which is the 
name of the Church of God in the West 
Indies and those countries to which West 
Indians immigrated in large numbers. With 
some reluctance, he agreed to become a 
pastor and pioneered a church in Sheffield, 
England, in 1957. Later, he pastored the 
congregation in Wolverhampton, England. 
While there, he served as district overseer 
and purchased a former Anglican Church 
building for the congregation.

Desiring a change, in 1974, the Poyser family immigrated to the United States where 
they settled in Philadelphia. There, he organized a New Testament Church of God in an 
inner-city neighborhood. Bishop Poyser and his congregation provided spiritual vitality to 
their community, along with many needed social services, as they assisted Jamaican immi-
grants and others in making Philadelphia their home. He also aided the establishment of 
other West Indian congregations.

After outgrowing several locations, the church occupied a converted factory in 1994. Bishop 
Poyser and the New Testament Church of God had made such a positive impact on West Phila-
delphia that, not only did the mayor attend their dedication service, but the city renamed the 
block in front of the church “Reverend Felix Poyser Way.”

Bishop Felix and Lilith 
Poyser founded the New 
Testament Church of 
God in Philadelphia.

e

1910 
Inaugural Evangel 
proclaims the 
“harvest is ripe”

1910 
R. M. and Ida Evans 
with Carl Padgett 
travel to Bahamas
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1910 
Sam C. Perry 
visits Cuba

1911 
First General 
Assembly missions 
offering totals $21.05

1911 
General Assembly creates 
office of state overseer 
to conduct “general 
evangelistic campaign”

ON THURSDAY, August 19, 
1886, R. G. Spurling preached 
a moving message about 
restoring God’s church. He 

believed the great reformers had failed to 
reform from creeds and human traditions 
that were used to exclude people from 
God’s church. He invited his listeners to 
rely only on the New Testament, allow 
equal rights to interpret the Scriptures, 
and sit together as the Church of God. 
Five women and three men accepted his 

call and launched the Church of God’s 
journey to become God’s church.

Richard Green Spurling, commonly 
known as R. G. Spurling, was born near 
Williamsburg, Kentucky, where his father, 
Richard, was doing missionary work. In 
1882, the Spurling family purchased prop-
erty on Barney Creek in Monroe County, 
Tennessee, where they operated saw and 
grist mills. Although the Pleasant Hill 
Baptist Church licensed R. G. to preach, 
he found himself frustrated by their 

teachings that the Baptist Church was the 
only “true” church and Baptists should 
not fellowship with other Christians. His 
ideas incited Baptist leaders to revoke his 
preaching license and exclude him in 1884.

Among those responding to R. G. 
Spurling’s sermon was his father, Richard. 
Because Richard was an ordained Baptist 
elder with the authority to set a congrega-
tion in order, he moderated their business 
meeting and ordained R. G. as pastor. 
The new congregation adopted the name 

THE USA AND CANADA

THE USA AND CANADA

1911
First
Asse
offer

s 
1911 
Lillian Trasher 
founds orphanage 
in Egypt on 
February 10

W. F. Bryant (seated on left) and his family about 
1905. Bryant shepherded the Holiness Movement 

at Camp Creek, North Carolina, between 1896 
and the organization of the Holiness Church in 

his home on May 15, 1902.
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1911 
Pentecostal World-
wide Mission Band 
travels to Bahamas

1911 
First Spanish-language 
church joins Church of God 
in Raton, New Mexico

1913 
General Assembly 
appoints F. J. Lee 
general treasurer for 
foreign missions

“Christian Union,” expressing their belief 
that all Christians who follow the New 
Testament and testify of a relationship 
with Christ can unite in God’s church.

Although the Barney Creek church 
ceased to exist when the Spurlings sold 
that property in 1889, R. G. established 
three other congregations over the next 
several years. The most successful of these 
was at Piney Grove, Tennessee, but that 
congregation chose to remain indepen-
dent when the Church of God began cen-
tralizing our government.

A radical transformation came to 
nearby Camp Creek, North Carolina, in 
1896 when holiness evangelists preached 
the doctrine of sanctification as a second 
definite work of grace. That spring four 
evangelists preached a ten-day meeting 
in the community’s Shearer Schoolhouse, 
and following the revival, some continued 
to have Sunday school and prayer meet-
ings under the leadership of W. F. Bryant.

Our earliest history testifies that the 
revival spirit continued over the next  
four years:  

The people earnestly sought God, and 
the interest increased until unexpect-
edly, like a cloud from a clear sky, the 
Holy Ghost began to fall on the hon-
est, humble, sincere seekers after God. 
While the meetings were in progress 
one after another fell under the power 
of God, and soon quite a number were 
speaking in other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance . . . and a number 
of miraculous cases of healings were 
wrought by the power of God (A. J. 
Tomlinson, The Last Great Conflict).  

Although the Lord had done an 
extraordinary work, historian Charles W. 
Conn wrote that it would be some time 
later before they “would understand the 
doctrine, person and nature of the Holy 
Spirit” (Like a Mighty Army).

Opponents attempted to stamp out 
this new doctrine by excluding the holiness 

believers from their local churches, burn-
ing their homes, destroying their meeting 
houses, and threatening their lives with 
shootings and beatings. While Bryant gave 
some spiritual oversight, R. G. Spurling 
frequently visited and encouraged them 
to organize a congregation.

Heeding his advice, believers invited 
Spurling and R. Frank Porter to set a 
church in order on May 15, 1902. Recog-
nizing their new holiness identity, they 
named their congregation the Holiness 
Church. As the Church of God grew from 
that congregation in 1902, they continued 
to call themselves “The Holiness Church,” 
until the second General Assembly adopt-
ed the name Church of God in 1907.

d 

1911 
Edmond Barr 
organizes Black 
congregation 
in Miami

Our doctrinal transformation contin-
ued during 1907 and 1908 when leaders 
gained a clearer understanding of the 
Holy Spirit. Reports of revivals in Los 
Angeles and other places convinced the 
Church of God of the necessity of the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit with the “Bible 
evidence” of speaking in tongues. Pastor 
A. J. Tomlinson fervently preached about 
and sought for his personal experience 
until it came on the Sunday closing the 
third General Assembly in 1908.

The Mountain Missionary
No other person influenced the early 

development of the Church of God more 
than A. J. Tomlinson. Tomlinson’s fam-
ily belonged to the Westfield Society 
of Friends (Quakers) and was active in 
the abolition movement as well as the 
Underground Railroad. Membership in 
the Populist Party introduced Tomlinson 
to the ideals of an equal society, includ-
ing the working class, blacks, and women. 
Acquaintance with J. B. Mitchell further 
influenced his ideas of mission. Mitchell 
was a convert of Charles Finney whose 
holiness theology included a social empha-
sis in which a heart full of God’s love 
responds to human needs with godly com-
passion.  Such compassion moved Tomlin-
son toward ministry to the whole person.

In 1894, Tomlinson and Mitchell 
formed the Book & Tract Company to 
finance home missionary work in the 
mountains of Appalachia. Then in 1899, 
he relocated to Culberson, North Carolina, 
where he operated a school, established 
an orphanage, distributed clothes to 
the poor, and published Samson’s Foxes 
(1901–1902) as a means of raising sup-
port for his mountain ministry.

When Tomlinson joined the Holi-
ness Church on June 13, 1903, the Camp 
Creek congregation selected him as pas-
tor. His organizational skills and vision 

In 1894, A. J. Tomlinson (seated) and J. B. Mitchell 
formed the Book & Tract Company to finance 
missionary work to Appalachia. This photo was 
taken about 1900 after Tomlinson had moved to 
Culberson, North Carolina.
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1913 
Green Turtle Cay 
church is set in 
order in Bahamas

1914 
Roy and Jennie 
Rushin travel 
to China

1915 
Tomlinson appoints 
Edmond Barr 
overseer of 
black churches

THE USA AND CANADA

soon led to establishing congregations 
in Georgia and Tennessee. By late 1904, 
success in Bradley County, Tennessee, 
along with good schools and a railroad, 
prompted his relocation to Cleveland, 
where the Church of God’s international 
headquarters remains today. 

Tomlinson’s Pentecostal experience 
transformed him and the Church of God. 
His experience included a vision during 
which he traveled the globe speaking in 
the languages of the countries he visited. 
In less than two years, our movement 
spread throughout much of the southeast-
ern United States and to our first interna-
tional mission in the Bahamas.

The First General Assembly
Growth brought possibilities and chal-

lenges to the Church of God so there was 
a need for a general meeting “to consider 
questions of importance and to search the 
Bible for additional light and knowledge” 
(Tomlinson, Last Great Conflict). The first 
Assembly of the “Churches of East Ten-
nessee, North Georgia, and Western North 
Carolina” met January 26–27, 1906.

Evangelism was an imperative, and 
after hearing reports of recent efforts, 
the Assembly agreed to “do our best to 
press into every open door this year and 
work with greater zeal and energy for the 
spread of the glorious Gospel of the Son 
of God than ever before.” As one strategy, 
the Assembly recommended planting 
Sunday schools in communities where a 
church was not yet established, and dur-
ing their discussion of the evils of tobacco, 
delegates suggested money not spent on 
tobacco could better “be used to clothe the 
poor” and “spread the gospel.”

The Mother Church
After Tomlinson moved to Cleveland, 

he began work to establish a church in 
the small town of about 5,000 people. 
He first began a tent meeting on May 10, 
1905, that lasted six weeks and included 
a street service on the town square. Then, 
he held a second lengthy tent meeting in 
1905, a short-lived mission the following 
March, and a third tent meeting in the fall 
of 1906.  Finally, on October 10, 1906, 
the Holiness Church was set in order. 

First worshiping in a tent and in homes, 
the congregation dedicated a building on 
September 29, 1907. In 1908, the third 
General Assembly met in the beautiful 
new facilities of what is now known as the 
North Cleveland Church of God.

The fact that the General Assembly 
and the North Cleveland Church were 
both birthed in 1906 was more than 
a coincidence. The saints of the local 
church and the General Assembly shared 
strength, resources, and leadership. Cele-
brating the centennial of the North Cleve-
land Church in 2006, the 71st General 
Assembly recognized the congregation’s 
historic and continuing role. The celebra-
tory resolution concluded: 

BE IT RESOLVED that we do hereby 
declare that the North Cleveland 
Church of God has faithfully fulfilled 
the role of “mother church” of our fel-
lowship, and following the Scriptural 
admonition, we now rise up and call her 
blessed in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.

“Go Out From This Place”
Following his Spirit baptism, evan-

gelism became a consuming mission for 
Tomlinson and the Church of God. When 
warm weather arrived in the spring of 
1908, he began a tent meeting in Chat-
tanooga and established the East Chatta-
nooga Church. Then in August, he pitched 
the tent in Cleveland for a two-month 

“After the consideration of 
the ripened fields and open 
doors for evangelism this 

year, strong men wept 
and said they were not 
only willing but really 

anxious to go.”
—First General Assembly

Family Day at North Cleveland ca. 1930. North 
Cleveland hosted the General Assemblies from 1908 
to 1915 and in 1919. Then, the Assembly Auditorium 

hosted North Cleveland from 1920 to 1939.

1917 
Fred and Nonie 
Ryder arrive 
in Argentina
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1917 
Lucy M. 
Leatherman 
travels to Chile

1917 
Church set in order in 
E. M. Walker’s home 
in Golden Valley, ND

1918 
First church 
in Canada is 
organized

1917 
First congregation 
set in order 
in Barbados

meeting that radically changed the local 
congregation. Spiritual results included 
105 conversions, 163 baptized with the 
Spirit, and 106 added to the church.

The next spring the Cleveland congre-
gation was compelled to take the gospel 
further than southeast Tennessee. On 
March 8, 1909, Tomlinson described the 
previous Sunday evening service: “The 
Spirit indicated that workers were to go 
out from this place, north, east, south and 
west and said, ‘separate unto me those 
whom I want for the work whereunto I 
have called them.’ …  The Book of Acts 
is being reproduced.”  In late March and 
early April, Tomlinson took a preach-
ing tour to Ohio, Indiana, and Alabama, 
concluding in Florence, where he orga-
nized the first congregation in that state. 
Returning home for only a day, Tomlinson 
and T. L. McLain boarded a Florida-bound 
train. Florida became a great harvest field, 
and ministry there changed the Church 
of God from Caucasian to multiracial and 
from a network of congregations in the 
USA to an international movement.

A Diverse Harvest Field
Just as the nations of the world have 

diverse languages, cultures, and ethnic 
groups, the United States is an increasing-
ly diverse harvest field. There were 42.4 
million immigrants living in the United 
States in 2014, exceeding any other coun-
try of the world. More than just statistics, 
these souls accentuate the observation of 
one Church of God leader who said: “The 
ends of the earth have come to the end of 
the block” (quoted in Bill George, Until All 
Have Heard).

Indeed, at least 40 different language 
and culture groups worship within the 
Church of God in the United States and 
Canada each Sunday. The Office of Multi-
Cultural Ministries, serving under the 
auspices of USA Missions within the   

Division of World Evangelization, sup-
ports diverse groups such as Filipinos, 
Haitians, Indonesians, Jamaicans, Native 
Americans, Portuguese, and people of 
African descent.  

Although many details of early black 
congregations in the United States have 
been lost, one of the first congregations 
was organized in Miami, Florida, in 1911. 
Edmond Barr had immigrated to Florida 
from the Bahamas in 1893. There he mar-
ried Rebecca Barr, and they became the 
first licensed ministers of color on May 
31, 1909. They are best known as the first 
Church of God ministers to take the gos-
pel outside the United States when they 
traveled to the Bahamas in November 
1909. Returning to Florida in 1911, they 
planted a church in Miami that primarily 
served Bahamian immigrants. When the 
1912 General Assembly Minutes listed local 
congregations, it included black congre-
gations in Coconut Grove, Jacksonville, 
and Miami, Florida. General Overseer 
Tomlinson ordained Barr that year, which 

authorized him to establish churches and 
grant ministerial credentials. In 1915, 
Tomlinson appointed Barr as overseer of 
black churches in Florida, and the next 
two years saw an increase from seven to 
thirteen black churches and from 111 to 
200 members.

In 1911, New Mexico minister R. M. 
Singleton came into the Church of God 
and brought with him a congregation in 
Raton that served Mexican immigrants. 
He appointed T. F. Chavez to pastor the 
Spanish-language congregation. Today, 
there are more than 1,000 Spanish-speak-
ing congregations in the United States, 
and the Office of Hispanic Ministries 
in USA Missions works alongside eight 
Hispanic regions to reach the Spanish-
speaking harvest.

Although there are occasional early 
references in Church of God records of 
ministry to Native Americans, the earli-
est organized ministry began in North 
Dakota in 1920. Efforts to reach North 
Carolina tribes began in 1948 among the 

The Ridgewood Church in New York City on the 
occasion of moving into their building purchased with 

1978 Youth World Evangelism Action (YWEA) funds. The 
congregation includes Romanians and Serbians, and the 

building serves several ethnic groups in New York City. 
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1921 
First Native 
American 
congregation is 
set in order in Ree, 
North Dakota

e, 

1922 
Apostolic 
Pentecostal Church 
of God begins 
in Romania

1926 
General Assembly 
appoints World 
Missions standing 
board

1927 
Mount Zion 
Bible College 
starts in 
Kerala, India

THE USA AND CANADA

1926
Gen
appo
Miss
boar

Northwest and 
International Bible Colleges

IN 1932 AND 1933, Frank W. Lemons 
taught six-week Bible courses at the 
Church of God in Lemmon, South Dakota. 
Expanded to three months in 1934, the 
program inspired State Overseer Walker 
to petition the General Assembly for a 
Bible College in the Northwest. With the 
Assembly’s consent, Northwest Bible and 
Music Academy continued the following 
year at the Lemmon Church with Frank 
Lemons as superintendent. With the pur-
chase of a campground in Minot, North 
Dakota, the school relocated there where 
it served students until 1987.

Nine students from Consul, Saskatch-
ewan, attended the Northwest Bible 
Academy in 1935, but the extreme travel 
conditions motivated a request to estab-
lish a school in Canada, which opened in 
Consul with 26 students in 1936. Reverend 
J. W. Bruce was the first superintendent 
with Charles Bowen and Mervyn McLu-
han teaching. Following several moves, 
the school settled in Moose Jaw where it 
served students until 2012.

Lumbee, Smiling, and Seminole, while 
ministry to the Southwest Navajo and 
Zuni began when 14 native leaders united 
with the Church of God on May 27, 1963. 
Today, Southwest Indian Ministries serves 
as the regional office for these tribes.

Among the many languages Church of 
God congregations use every Sunday, 34 
churches worship in Romanian. More than 
half a million Romanians have immigrated 
to the United States. In 1975, Ridgewood 
Church in New York City came into the 
Church of God, and other Romanian con-
gregations quickly followed, including the 

The first Native American church in the Church of God was established at James Holding Eagle’s place near Ree, North Dakota, ca. 1921.

Camp 
meeting at 
Robsart, 
Saskat-
chewan, 
Canada, 
in 1939

Philadelphia Church in Chicago (1980), 
and the Alleluia Church in Detroit (1981).

The Canadian Border
Ministry to the United States’ north-

ern neighbor naturally developed as peo-
ple and ministry flowed north and south 
of the Canadian border. One base of min-
istry emerged when the Church of God 
reached Golden Valley, North Dakota.  
E. M. and Josephine Walker were among 
those who experienced the baptism in 
the Holy Spirit, when Spirit-filled believ-
ers connected to the Azusa Street Revival 

in Los Angeles brought the Pentecostal 
message to Golden Valley in 1914. When 
North Carolina itinerant minister Will T. 
Hance reached Golden Valley and discov-
ered a thriving Pentecostal community, 
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Church of God at a revival in Michigan. 
Although there were earlier reports of 
ministry in the Province of Ontario, the 
first recorded church was at Windsor in 
1935. Based first in Maryland and then in 
Maine, G. W. Bloomingdale began travel-
ing between the United States and Prince 
Edward Island sometime around 1926. 
J. H. Dorsett later assisted him. Overseer 
Paul H. Walker announced the establish-
ment of a church on Prince Edward Island 
at the 1932 General Assembly.

The genesis of the earliest congrega-
tion in Saskatchewan began when mem-
bers of the Sonderberg family attended 
Church of God services in Minot, North 
Dakota, about 1928.  Returning to their 
home in Consul, they sent a $100 money 
order to Paul H. Walker asking him to 
come preach a revival. Unable to go, he 
first sent Frank Lemons and then two 
evangelists, Josephine Walker and Helen 
Swanson, to hold meetings there.

1931 
Church appoints 
Paul H. Walker first 
overseer of Canada

1932 
Maria Atkinson 
unites Mexican 
churches with 
Church of God

1934 
Guatemalan 
missionaries 
Charles and 
Carrie Furman join 
Church of God

1936 
International 
Bible College 
opens in 
Canada

he called for G. T. Stargel to come and 
assist him in organizing a Church of God. 
The congregation was set in order in the 
Walker’s ranch home in 1917 with Joseph 
W. Barker as pastor.

The North Carolina ministers soon 
established a second congregation north 
of Golden Valley in the Barker School-
house. According to reports of that reviv-
al, Robert Merrifield received the Holy 
Spirit and spoke in the Mandan tribal 
language. As the newly appointed pastor, 
Merrifield developed a special interest 
in ministering to Native Americans. The 
Walkers also often opened their home and 
hearts to Native Americans.

In 1920, Joseph Barker and Robert 
Merrifield began tent meetings in Ree, 
North Dakota, to reach the tribes living 
on the Fort Berthold Reservation. With 
the assistance of James Holding Eagle and 
his wife Katherine, they established the 
Red Butte Church of God by 1921. Other 
revival efforts and congregations among 
Native Americans came under the minis-
try of Paul H. Walker while he served as 
state overseer from 1923 to 1936.

Into Canada
Although a national border separates 

the United States and Canada, the Church 
of God does not consider Canada a mission 
territory. In August 1918, Tomlinson 
announced to readers of the Church of God 
Evangel, “Just received a message stating 
that we now have a church in Canada.”  
The following May, F. A. Switzer reported 
a congregation in Manitoba, which is likely 
the one listed in the General Assembly Min-
utes that year as Scotland Farm. Addressing 
the 1919 General Assembly, Will Hance 
reported that he had traveled into Canada 
where he had ministered to Native Ameri-
cans, but he did not specify his itinerary.

As early as 1925, Canadian minister 
Leo. K. Jackway from Ontario joined the 

The Klaudt Indian Family
ONE OF THE best known families in Southern Gospel music was the Klaudt Indian Family 

known for their instrumentation and Native American regalia. Reinhold Klaudt was born into 
a Russian German immigrant family in North Dakota where he met and married Lillian “White 
Corn” Little Soldier. She was 
a descendent of Chief Sitting 
Bull and a member of the 
Arikara Tribe residing on the 
Fort Berthold Indian Reser-
vation. The couple became 
Church of God ministers, 
attended Bible Training 
School in Sevierville, Tennes-
see, and raised a family of 
musicians and evangelists. 
They planted churches in 
eight states, but became 
best known for their South-
ern Gospel music. The family 
traveled extensively often 
singing 400 times per year.

Josephine Walker reported to the 
readers of the August 15, 1931, Evangel: 
“Meetings are going good here in Canada. 
Fifteen souls have sought God for salva-
tion for which we praise the Lord. People 
here are very hungry for the truth, and we 
believe here is a chance for the Church of 
God to extend its borders.” Hearing these 
results, Walker then made the journey 
to Consul where he preached in homes, 
a schoolhouse, and a public hall. From 
this ministry, Church of God congrega-
tions began in Consul, Gouldtown, Maple 
Creek, Vidora, and Robsart.

The Church of God appointed Paul H. 
Walker as the first overseer of Canada in 
1931, while he also served the Northwest-
ern states of North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Minnesota, and Montana. Today, the 
Church of God in Canada is organized into 
three regions—Ontario, Quebec/Maritimes, 
and Western—with regional overseers and 
a biennial National Assembly. ■
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1936 
J. H. Ingram 
takes “Golden 
Jubilee Tour” 
around the world

1936 
Robert F. Cook 
brings India 
Mission into 
Church of God

1937 
Paul C. Pitt brings 
China Mission 
into Church of God

NOT SURPRISINGLY, the 
Church of God’s first inter-
national ministry was to the 
Caribbean Islands. These 

approximately 700 land masses scattered 
throughout the Caribbean Sea just south-
east of the United States take their name 
from their original inhabitants known 
as the Carib.  Although the only remain-
ing Carib Indians living in the Caribbean 
reside on Dominica, the Church of God 
has a congregation among these indig-
enous people.

From the time of Christopher Colum-
bus’s 1492 voyage, colonialism and 
conflict have shaped the culture and his-
tory of the Caribbean Islands. England, 
France, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, 
and the United States all have occupied 
various islands, many of which, until 
recently, were known as the West Indies. 
Consequently, the political situation of 
many islands has often depended on the 
economic and military fortunes of global 
empires. For example, seven European 
nations occupied the U. S. Virgin Islands 

before the United States purchased them 
in 1917. Most island nations are now 
independent, but some remain territories 
of other countries.

With these global influences, a variety 
of languages and cultures developed. The 
Spanish-speaking Dominican Republic 
occupies the eastern region of the island of 
Hispaniola, while Haiti on the western side 
speaks French and Creole. One island of 43 
square miles has St. Martin on the North 
speaking French and Sint Maarten on the 
South speaking Dutch. Inhabitants of Aruba 

CARIBBEAN

CARIBBEAN

Church of God in the 
Bahamas at “The 
Camp” about 1915

1937
Paul
Chin
into

1937 
Custodio Apolo 
returns to his homeland 
of Spain and operates 
underground church

1937
Cust
retur
of Sp
unde
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1938 
Edmond and 
Pearl Stark go 
to Angola

1938 
Nazis imprison 
Herman Lauster 
in Germany for 
preaching 

1940 
Italian pastor 
Marcos Mazzucco, 
an immigrant to 
Argentina, joins 
Church of God

speak four languages: Papiamento, Dutch, 
English, and Spanish. This cacophony of 
heritage, languages, and cultures has chal-
lenged the evangelization of the region. A 
full history of ministry in the region would 
include many who planted seeds that did 
not immediately bear fruit. Despite the dif-
ficulties, in 2016, the Church of God in the 
Caribbean has 341,000 members in 2,471 
churches and missions serving 28 countries 
and territories.

Beyond the United States
The first ministry of the Church of God 

beyond the borders of the United States 
was born in the hearts of a black Bahami-
an and his native-Georgian wife—Edmond 
and Rebecca Barr. Edmond had immigrat-
ed to Florida for work when he married 
Rebecca. Together they joined the Church 
of God at the Pleasant Grove Camp Meet-
ing in Durant Florida, where General 
Overseer A. J. Tomlinson credentialed 
them as evangelists on May 31, 1909.  

The Barrs realized the importance 
of taking the Pentecostal message to 
his homeland. They were joined in that 
vision by a retired Methodist minister 
and his wife, Robert and Ida Evans, who 
also came into the Church of God at the 
Pleasant Grove meeting. In November 
of 1909, the Barrs arrived in Nassau and 
began preaching. The Evanses, along with 
Carl Padgett, joined them on January 4, 
1910. This ministry team was multina-
tional with citizens of the United States 
and the Bahamas; it was multiracial with 
persons of both European and African 
heritage; it was multigenerational with 
both mature and young participants; and 
it included male and female ministers.

The First Converts
Wilmore V. Eneas and his wife, Arabel-

la, were among the first to come into the 
Church of God in the Bahamas. Suffering 

from a lengthy illness, Arabella was sitting 
on her porch when she heard preaching 
coming from the street corner. It was an 
unfamiliar message, so she invited the 
ministers to come to her home and talk. 

They accepted her invitation and offered 
to lay hands on her to pray for her healing. 

The Eneas family lived on Meadow 
Street in the Bain Town community of 
Nassau. Most of their neighbors were 

Miracle Church of God
ROBERT EVANS and Edmond Barr reportedly visited Green Turtle Cay in 1911, when their 

street preaching resulted in the conversion of Mira Roberts and the establishment of a mission. 
Overseer Carl M. Padgett returned to the tiny cay in 1913 and set the congregation in order on 
July 24 with eight members. John A. Lowe became the first pastor, and Mildred Lowe served 
as clerk. From their beginning, both the village of New Plymouth and the Green Turtle Cay 
congregation have reflected the multiracial nature of the Bahamas.

The congregation worshiped in homes from 1914 to 1922 when they built their first church 
house near the harbor. They took the name Miracle Church of God as a testimony to the way 
in which their current facility was purchased, furnished, and expanded. The Bahamian govern-
ment had placed a freeze on borrowing money, but after much prayer, that freeze lifted unex-
pectedly when property became available in 1991. Members and friends responded generously 
to the vision and provided many of the furnishings, as well as funds to retire the debt in less 
than five years. Since that time, the congregation completed two expansions.

Bishop Johnny T. Lowe has served as pastor for 22 years, during which time, the congrega-
tion has grown significantly. Remarkably, the congregation has preserved its records since its 
founding in 1913, and has deposited these records for preservation at the Dixon Pentecostal 
Research Center on the campus of Lee University.

The Miracle Church of God on Green Turtle Cay, Abaco, Bahamas, 
on the occasion of the centennial of Church of God World Missions

1939 
Edmond Stark 
is first Church of God 
missionary to die on 
mission field

, 
1941 
Trandafir Sandru 
is illegally 
baptized in water 
in Romania



16   TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

1942 
Milo P. Cross 
becomes first 
World Missions 
director

1943
Horace McCraken 
compiles History 
of Church of God 
Missions

1945 
Church creates 
Latin American 
Department

CARIBBEAN

1943
Hora
com
of Ch
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near the bottom of the social ladder. 
Although Wilmore’s formal education was 
limited, he had worked hard and gained 
some means and respect in the commu-
nity. Unsure of Pentecostalism at first, he 
could not doubt the change in Arabella’s 
life.  The Eneas’ home became a ministry 
center in Bain Town, until Wilmore was 
able to arrange a place for the emerging 
congregation to meet.

By the time the Evanses and Barrs 
returned to Florida, W. V. Eneas had 
emerged as the local leader of the Church 
of God. In 1915, he led in building a thatch 
place of worship they called “The Camp.” 
About 1918, the congregation was able to 
build a more proper wooden church house. 
Ridiculing their enthusiastic worship, 
the townspeople called the Pentecostals 
“Jumpers,” and they called the location of 
the Church of God “Eneas Jumper Corner.” 
Wilmore became the first black Church of 
God bishop in the Bahamas and served as 
pastor of the local church until 1961, which 
is now called the East Street Cathedral. He 
was also overseer of the Bahamas.

The Eneas legacy continues to bless the 
Bain Town community. The home of Wil-

more and Arabella is now the W. V. Eneas 
Clinic—a medical clinic operated by their 
granddaughter, Dr. Agreta Eneas-Carey.  

The Pentecostal World-wide 
Mission Band

Reports from the Bahamas encour-
aged the Church of God in the United 
States. On February 15, 1911, a group of 
ministers boarded the S.S. Miami bound 
for the islands. Convinced the Lord would 
have a musical band to reach the nations, 
they took a tent, their Bibles, and musical 
instruments purchased from the Sears 
Roebuck mail-order catalog. During their 
ten-week adventure, they faced hardship, 
danger, and exhausting ministry on what 
was the inaugural tour of the Pentecostal 
World-wide Mission Band.

When the band arrived on New Provi-
dence Island, they connected with the 
Evanses and Barrs and began to locate 
places to conduct services. The band often 
divided into smaller groups to reach a 
larger number of people. On one Sunday, 
they conducted meetings in nine differ-
ent locations. They held meetings in the 
streets, homes, the Market, the Sponge 
Exchange, and wherever else they could. 
Tomlinson would often play the drum as 
the band marched through the streets to 
attract a crowd. On more than one occa-
sion, Tomlinson estimated 2,000 people 
attending services. 

Beginning with Ragged Island, the 
band visited Out Islands and cays from 
March 17 until April 22. They held 
services in borrowed churches, homes, 
community halls, and numerous out-
door accommodations. They commonly 
found worship locations along a street or 
outside a village. The band depended on 
offerings from home, offerings received 
in their worship services, and the good-
ness of those to whom they ministered. 
Tomlinson penned on April 1: “They 
bring us food of all kinds….chickens, eggs, 
sweet potatoes, crabs, onions, beans, peas, 
watermelons, papayas, grits, sugar, etc. I 
have learned to eat crab and lobster.” 

Identifying Our 
Fellowship

The name “Church of God” has 
been used by many Christian 
groups who desire to follow 

New Testament patterns. This 
has required modifying our name 

in some nations where other 
“Church of God” groups preceded 

us. In many places such as 
Barbados and Jamaica, as well 

as some nations where 
West Indian immigrants have 

established congregations, 
we are known as the “New 
Testament Church of God.” 

In Puerto Rico, we are known as 
“Church of God ‘Mission Board.’” 

The Pentecostal 
World-wide Mission 
Band traveled to the 

Bahamas with 
Bibles and musical 

instruments in 1911.

1945 
Vessie Hargrave 
publishes 
El Evangelio
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1946 
J. H. Ingram 
welcomes Boutros 
Labib along with
23 missions and 
churches in Egypt

1947 
International 
Preparatory 
Institute opens in 
San Antonio, Texas

1946–1948 
J. Steward Brinsfield 
serves as World 
Missions director

Along with blessings came the chal-
lenges of travel in an underdeveloped 
country. The band often experienced 
rough waters and sea sickness. In addition 
to the larger boats, they traveled by sail-
boat and packhorse, as well as frequently 
walking. They slept in rented houses, 
donated rooms, sometimes on the floor, 
and outdoors on the decks of the boats 
when mosquitoes and sandflies did not 
make sleeping too difficult. 

On April 22, band members boarded 
a “sailboat bound for Nassau.” Exhausted, 
Tomlinson recorded, “I feel now that we 
are about done for the present on the 
Bahamas. We all feel drawn back to Amer-
ica.” A storm delayed their departure until 
April 27, and even then the waves were 
high. Padgett recalled, “We find the sea 
rolling high, more than I had ever been in 
before…and before we got over it, I had 
lost my breakfast in good shape, then felt 
better and enjoyed the rest of the trip.” 

Division and Outreach
General Overseer A. J. Tomlinson 

made several trips to the Caribbean 

where he was well liked. When the tragic 
division occurred between Tomlinson and 
the Elders Council in 1923, many mem-
bers and ministers did not immediately 
understand the break. For most, Tom-
linson had been their pastor or general 
overseer as long as they had been Church 
of God, and they could not imagine a 
church without him. Among the Carib-
bean Islands, communication was unreli-
able and many congregations continued 
to report to “A. J. Tomlinson, Cleveland, 
Tennessee, USA” as they always had. As 
a result, some congregations appraised 
their allegiance over time.

One of the most striking examples 
is Barbados. The first Church of God 
congregation was planted there in 1917, 
but when the island’s congregations con-
tinued to report to Tomlinson, they were 
effectively “lost” to our movement. Those 
same congregations reconnected to the 
Church of God in 1936.

Because of the close proximity of the 
islands to each other, as well as cultural 
similarities, evangelism and leadership 
has often flowed from one island to 

another. Although Guadeloupe belongs to 
France, it has a large Haitian immigrant 
population and a Haitian introduced the 
Church of God there. The people of Bar-
bados have been especially involved in 
missions. In addition to supporting many 
missionary projects in many places of the 
world, Church of God members in the 
small island nation have been involved in 
outreach ministry to Bermuda, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, St. Lucia, St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and St. Martin. ■

Caribbean 
These dates represent the first permanent 
Church of God ministry in a country or 
territory.

Bahama Islands ...............................1910
Barbados ..........................................1917
Jamaica ........................................... 1925
Turks Island ..................................... 1932
Haiti ..................................................1933
Bermuda ......................................... 1939
Dominican Republic ....................... 1940
St. Vincent and the Grenadines ..... 1940
St. Lucia .......................................... 1940
Cuba ................................................ 1942
St. Kitts and Nevis .......................... 1943
Puerto Rico ..................................... 1944
St. Martin/Sint Maarten ................. 1946
U.S. Virgin Islands ........................... 1946
Trinidad and Tobago ...................... 1956
Guyana  ............................................1957
Grenada .......................................... 1958
Antigua and Barbuda ..................... 1965
Dominica.........................................1966
Cayman Islands ...............................1967
Aruba .............................................. 1968
Guadeloupe .................................... 1968
British Virgin Islands ........................1971
Martinique .......................................1977
Suriname ........................................ 1982
Netherlands Antilles ....................... 1989
Anguilla ...........................................1996

Hawkins Memorial was the 
largest Pentecostal church in 

Barbados when Founder Rosa 
Hawkins brought it and three 
other churches she had estab-
lished into the New Testament 

Church of God in the 1940s.
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1948–1952 
J. H. Walker Sr. 
serves as World 
Missions director

1950 
Margaret Gaines 
travels to Tunisia

1950 
Mary Flowers 
organizes Sunday 
school and youth 
meeting in Japan

s 
a

1950 
Josué Rubio sells 
his car to start 
church in Honduras

A LMOST A CENTURY ago, 
Church of God ministers braved 
the unknown and sailed to Latin 
America to share the gospel. 

Even amidst persecution, periods of civil 
unrest, natural disasters, and other hard-
ships, our movement in the Latin American 
countries has grown and increased as men 
and women have witnessed of Jesus Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Answering the Call to Argentina
The Church of God was first intro-

duced into Latin America through the 
ministries of Lucy Leatherman and Fred 
L. and Nonie Ryder. Leatherman was 

baptized with the Holy Spirit at the Azusa 
Street Revival in Los Angeles, California, 
in 1906 and supernaturally received the 
Arabic language. In 1907, she sailed to 
Jerusalem as the first Pentecostal mis-
sionary to that city. Returning in 1916 
from ministering in almost 10 countries, 
Leatherman joined the Church of God at 
Valdosta, Georgia, received her ministe-
rial license, and was appointed mission-
ary to South America. Stopping briefly in 
Panama, she reached her destination of 
Valparaiso, Chile, in early 1917.

Later that year Leatherman relocated 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina, to join Fred 
L. and Nonie Ryder, Church of God 

missionaries who had recently arrived 
after making connections for the church 
in Jamaica. Together they ministered 
in Argentina, and in 1919 the Ryders 
reported two missions, 24 believers (of 
which 14 had the Holy Ghost), and a 
Sunday school with 47 enrolled. Despite 
those early efforts, no church was set in 
order. By 1921, the Ryders and Leather-
man had returned to the United States.

“Madre Maria” in Mexico
Afterward, the Church of God had 

no presence in Latin America until 1932, 
when Maria de los Angeles Rivera Atkin-
son began a mission church in Mexico. 

LATIN AMERICA

LATIN AMERICA

1950
Marg
trave

Maria Atkinson ministering in 
a women’s service in Mexico

1950 
General Assembly responds  
to ministry of South African 
J. H. Saayman with offering to 
build churches in South Africa
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1951 
Church 
amalgamates 
with Full Gospel 
Church of 
South Africa

1951 
Hurricane 
Charlie 
destroys 48 
churches in 
Jamaica

1953 
Church publishes 
Lighted Pathway 
in Spanish

She was a native of Mexico and accepted 
Christ at age 14 after receiving a vision of 
Jesus as “Ave Maria” was sung in her local 
Catholic Church. Following the death of 
her husband, Maria settled with her chil-
dren in Hermosillo, Mexico, and worked 
as a nurse for two American physicians. 
During the Mexican civil unrest in 1916, 
the physicians relocated to Douglas, Ari-
zona, and Maria joined them. She married 
Mark Atkinson in 1920, and four years 
later Maria was diagnosed with cancer. 
Medical treatments proved unsuccessful, 
but she was healed after being introduced 
to the Pentecostal faith. Atkinson became 
active in ministry and felt God leading her 
back to Mexico. As she preached in Arizo-
na and Mexico, God performed numerous 
miracles of healing. 

In 1931, Atkinson met J. H. Ingram, 
whose influence helped guide her into the 
Church of God. This connection was vital 
in fulfilling God’s plan for each. Atkinson 
found a place of belonging and an avenue 
for ministry within the Church of God, 
and Ingram found his path for mission 
work. This connection helped extend our 
movement across Latin America.

Atkinson was assigned as a mission-
ary to Mexico in 1932. People responded 
to her evangelistic work with increasing 
results, and she was able to establish sev-
eral missions. At that time, female min-
isters were not permitted to set in order 
local churches, but Atkinson’s friendship 
with J. H. Ingram, then overseer of Ari-
zona and California, proved helpful. The 
Church of God authorized Ingram to 

travel to Mexico to set in order the con-
gregation she had started. 

Ingram’s earliest connection with 
Latin America came in 1914 when he 
was stationed at Veracruz and served as 
an amateur war correspondent report-
ing on the Mexican Revolution. During 
this time, Ingram learned Spanish, which 
proved providential for his later mission-
ary endeavors. After joining the Church 
of God in 1920, he heard a missionary’s 
testimony and sensed God’s call to mis-
sion work. During the years 1921–1922 
and 1925–1926, he ministered in Ber-
muda with limited success. Not finding 
sufficient work or financial support to 
continue, he returned home saddened.  

His assistance in helping Atkinson 
renewed his passion for mission work. Of 
this 1932 journey, he penned: 

I have traveled over seven hundred 
miles from my home in California get-
ting here and have about two hundred 
and fifty more to go. The roads are 
trails…. Many rivers and creeks are 
to ford and I am water bound now 
between two rivers and it [is] raining 
every day. I am following up Sister 
Atkinson, our missionary, and can see 
the fruits of her labors everywhere. She 
writes that the church will be ready to 
set in order at Ciudad Obregón by the 
time I arrive. 

In order to conduct services, one 
needed a government permit, had to build 
a place in which to worship, sign property 
over to the government, and secure a 
permit to enter and occupy the building. 
If someone other than a native minister 
was found leading a service, he or she could 
be penalized with a $500 fine, five years’ 
imprisonment, and expulsion from the 
country. But, Maria had strategically set 
everything in place for Ingram’s visit. Near 
the end of summer in 1932, the Ciudad 
Obregón, Mexico, congregation was suc-
cessfully set in order with 41 members. 

8
n

1952–1958 
Paul H. Walker 
serves as World 
Missions director

 
“Work when it is day 

because the night 
approaches. It is my heart’s 
cry to labor for the Master 
with assurance in my soul 
that the coming of Jesus 

is at the door. To the ones 
who are looking forward to 

this glorious event is the 
plea given to take this good 
news of the gospel of peace 
to the ends of the world.” 

—Maria W. Atkinson, 1932

Vessie D. Hargrave, 
superintendent of Latin 

America from 1945 
to 1962, preaching at 
a church dedication 

in Belize.

es 
ay

1954 
José Minay is 
persecuted after 
organizing Church 
of God among 
German immigrants
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1955 
O. A. Lyseight 
organizes two 
churches in England 
with Jamaican 
immigrants

1955 
Charles W. Conn 
publishes Like a Mighty 
Army: Moves the 
Church of God

1956 
Ebenezer Bible 
College in 
Namibia begins

LATIN AMERICA

1955
Char
publ
Army
Chur

In addition to Maria, some early national 
ministers were Francisco Araujo, Uriel Félix 
Avilez, David Burgos, Apolinar Castro, Apo-
lonio González, Fernando González, Carlos 
Jiménez, Octavio Loustaunau, Roque 
Ortiz, Margarito Pineda, Alejandro Portu-
gal Sr., and Rafael Rivera. 

Between 1934 and 1937, many 
churches were closed because of govern-
ment restrictions, including the new 
building in Ciudad Obregón. Church of 
God members had to worship in homes 
and seek refuge in the mountains, always 
cautious of possible arrest by local author-
ities. Despite the persecution, several 
churches continued to experience growth. 
Of the church at Ciudad Obregón, Ingram 
reported in 1937, “[S]ince the mission 
was established 673 have been saved and 
247 filled with the Holy Ghost. Many of 
these have gone into different parts of the 
Republic giving their testimony….” 

Reaching Deeper Into  
Latin America

Ingram desired to extend the reach 
of the Church of God to other countries 

and wrote to the Guatemalan president 
requesting permission to minister there. 
The president replied with a letter of 
invitation, providing Ingram entrance and 
access. Ingram arrived in 1934 and found 
favor and welcome everywhere he went. 
He heard about a recent outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit in Totonicapan and made his 
way there. Upon his arrival, he discovered 
that missionaries Charles and Carrie Fur-
man, who had embraced Pentecostalism 
many years prior, had been called back to 
the United States to face their denomina-
tion’s disapproval of the recent outpour-
ing of the Spirit, as their denomination 
was not Pentecostal. Ingram realized 
God’s hand in the timing and wrote and 
invited the Furmans to the 1934 General 
Assembly. It was there they joined the 
Church of God, bringing with them 16 
mission churches and 600 members. Later 
the Furmans’ longtime missionary friends 
in Guatemala, Thomas and Flora Pullin, 
also joined the Church of God. 

Guatemala has proven to be a fruitful 
harvest for the Church of God, which is cur-
rently the largest Protestant denomination in that country. Many Guatemalan minis-

ters have taken the gospel to other coun-
tries, such as Ecuador, Belize, Mexico, 
Morocco, and Turkey. Most recently, 
Luis and Ruth Beatriz Mazariegos have 
answered God’s call to minister in Spain.

Similar amalgamations with other 
groups have opened new areas to the 
Church of God. Marcos Mazzucco was an 
Italian immigrant to Argentina who estab-
lished a Pentecostal denomination follow-
ing his conversion. His efforts in Argen-
tina laid the foundation for the Church of 
God, which he joined in 1940 after J. H. 
Ingram visited his home.

Also in 1940, the church was orga-
nized in El Salvador through a friend-
ship formed with Frederick Mebius, 
an elderly Canadian missionary who 
began ministering in El Salvador before 

Latin America
These dates represent the first permanent 
Church of God ministry in a country or 
territory.

Mexico ............................................ 1932
Guatemala ...................................... 1934
Costa Rica ........................................1935
Panama ............................................1935
Argentina ........................................ 1940
El Salvador ...................................... 1940
Belize ............................................... 1944
Honduras ........................................ 1944
Uruguay .......................................... 1945
Peru ..................................................1947
Nicaragua........................................ 1950
Brazil ................................................1951
Chile ................................................ 1954
Colombia ........................................ 1954
Paraguay ......................................... 1954
Bolivia.............................................. 1960
Venezuela .......................................1966
Ecuador ............................................1971

Antonino Bonilla, 
here preaching in 
Central America, 
served as overseer 
of Mexico from 
1968 to 1976.

1956 
National Evangelism 
Committee begins for 
USA and Canada
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1957 
O. W. Polen begins 
Youth World 
Evangelism Appeal 
(YWEA)

1958 
Bethel Theological 
Seminary begins in 
Jakarta, Indonesia

1958 
European Theological 
Seminary begins in 
Krehwinkel, Germany

1958–1964 
L. H. Aultman 
serves as World 
Missions director

1910. Mebius, who mended shoes for an 
income, felt unable to maintain the work 
efficiently and prayed for someone he 
could trust with the ministry to which 
he had devoted his life. In 1939, H. S. 
Syverson, a student at Northwest Bible 
and Music Academy, became the answer 
to Mebius’s prayers. J. H. Ingram and 
Charles Furman helped connect Syverson 
with Mebius, and from this relationship 
grew the Church of God in El Salvador. 
Within a year, Syverson had licensed 
14 El Salvadorian ministers and then 
established one of the first Bible schools 
in Latin America, now located at Santa 
Tecla. From this humble beginning, other 
ministers have continued the work and 
carried the message to other countries. 
Among them was Miguel Flores, an El 
Salvadorian, who in 1950 introduced the 
Church of God into Nicaragua by preach-
ing to the Indians across the border. 

Ingram also visited Costa Rica in 1935, 
where he preached to mostly English-
speaking immigrants from Jamaica and 
organized a church with 14 members 
following a week of ministry. In 1951, 
Noel de Sousa of Panama organized a 
Spanish-speaking church in Costa Rica fol-
lowing much persecution, including being 
arrested numerous times for preaching.

Taking the Gospel to the World
The Church of God has spread across 

Latin America as the Holy Spirit guided 
and blessed the efforts of native min-
isters, missionaries, and other means 
of spreading the gospel, including the 

printed word. An example is El Evangelio 
de la Iglesia de Dios, a Spanish version of 
the Evangel first published in Mexico in 
1945 by Vessie D. Hargrave. Leopoldo 
Dominguez and Rafael González assisted 
with publishing songbooks, a correspon-
dence course, sermon materials, and 
other Christian literature in Spanish. Such 
publications served as evangelistic tools, 
as evidenced by Enrique Chavez, who read 
about the Church of God in El Evangelio 
and was led to organize the first Church 
of God congregation in Chile.

In previous years, missionaries from 
North America were appointed to oversee 
the work, such as Bill and Lorraine Alton, 

Josué Rubio (left), a native of Mexico, went to 
Honduras as a missionary where he sold his car 
to help pay for a church building.

Congregation 
marching to a 
water baptism 
service in 
Guatemala
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1958 
Forward in Faith 
radio program 
begins on 
December 8

1959 
Herman Lauster organizes 
first Church of God in France 
among German immigrants

1959 
Mary Grace Comans 
used the Bible to 
teach English to 
Japanese youth

LATIN AMERICA

1959
Herm
first 
amo

James and Virginia Beaty, Wayne and 
Charlotte McAfee, William and Frances 
McCall, and Bill and Rhoda Watson. Latin 
America soon developed its own capable 
leaders, and much of the work has been 
accomplished by national ministers. 
Through the years, many pastors have 
taken care of four and five churches on 
meager incomes and often sacrificed their 
incomes and personal conveniences to 
build the church, but their efforts have 
extended the message of Jesus and the 
reach of the Church of God. A few  
examples include: 

• Alejandro Portugal Sr., a blind pastor 
who was an effective church planter in 
Mexico’s Sierra Madre Mountains, where 
civilization was little known and he often 
had to travel on horseback; 

• Pablo Castillo, who was unjustly 
imprisoned in Nicaragua during the 1979 
Sandinista Revolution and, while in prison, 
began preaching to other inmates and 

established seven churches within the pris-
on with approximately 1,200 members; 

• Eliel Morias, a Brazilian who minis-
tered to indigenous groups living in fish-
ing communities along the Amazon River;

• Bolivar DeSouza, who in 1948 
reached Macano, Chiniqui, Panama, on 
horseback to minister in a village where 
many had walked for hours to hear the 
message, including a 112-year-old man, 
and most of the group gave themselves to 
the Lord; 

• José Minay, a Chilean pastor who 
organized the church in Paraguay in 1954. 
Interestingly, the Paraguay congregation 
was comprised mainly of German fami-
lies, due in part to a Church of God Evangel 
mailed from Germany to an ill relative 
living in Asunción, Paraguay. The relative 
was healed and family converted after 
reading the Evangel. Minay suffered much 

An unidentified 
pastor in Chile

A group of 
Bolivian pastors 
receive new 
Bibles.

ns 

1959 
Charles W. Conn 
publishes Where the 
Saints Have Trod: 
A History of Church 
of God Missions
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1961 
Don Amison 
publishes 
On Guard for 
military personnel

1961 
YWEA builds 
church in 
Brasilia, Brazil

1963 
Church appoints 
Walter Pettit as 
first Evangelism 
and Home Missions 
director

1964 
Margaret Gaines 
arrives in 
Jerusalem, Jordan

Advancement Through Education
LATIN AMERICA’S commitment to ministerial preparation is significant. In almost every 

country, the Church of God has educational centers, including Bible schools, colleges, and  
seminaries, such as SEMISUD in Ecuador (pictured above).

Vessie D. Hargrave was a major proponent for education. He was a native Texan who lived in 
Mexico as a child. As a youth, his calling was encouraged by his friend Edmund Stark, a mission-
ary to Africa, who admonished Hargrave at a Texas Camp Meeting, saying, “Vessie D., you will 
someday be in missions work.” This journey began in 1943 when he returned to Mexico for six 
weeks as an interpreter for Executive Missions Secretary M. P. Cross. Hargrave preached his first 
message in Spanish at Esperanza, Mexico, and 17 people accepted Christ. That sealed his com-
mitment to missions. Thereafter, he established the International Preparatory Institute (IPI) in 
San Antonio, Texas, in 1947. The school initially opened with students from seven countries and 
provided training to Spanish-speaking ministers in both the United States and Latin America.

When IPI closed in 1954, Hargrave joined others promoting short-term Bible courses taught 
in various countries. When participation increased, some countries established Bible schools, 
including one in Guatemala that is now the Central American seminary known as SEBIPCA. 
It began largely through the efforts of Vergil Wolf, a former teacher at IPI. While Wolf and 
Guatemala-native Francisco Son were in prayer at the 1960 General Assembly, the Holy Spirit 
confirmed it was time to begin the Bible school. When the Guatemala church council unani-
mously approved the endeavor, construction began with students helping build for half a day 
and having class half a day. The first graduates were Manuel Batz, Santiago Yac Sam, Santiago 
Mazariegos, and Wilfredo Calderón. 

Osvaldo Pupillo and Maxima Saavedra founded the 
Southern Cone Seminary in 1982 in Argentina. Now 
known as SEMISUD (South American Ministerial 
Seminary), David E. Ramírez moved the seminary to 
Quito, Ecuador, where it became the most important 
Pentecostal seminary in Latin America.

persecution, but through his faithfulness 
to his call, the church increased.

In addition, Latin Americans have 
answered the call to take the gospel to 
other countries, such as Bulgaria, China, 
France, Mozambique, the Philippines, 
Russia, Spain, and the United States. This 
emphasis is the result of decades of train-
ing about the importance of spreading the 
message of Jesus. In 1950, Willie Lee Dart-
er noted the evangelistic spirit of Latin 
Americans after a sermon on missions: 

No sooner had [the minister] finished 
when the people began to give. In just a 
short time, $7,291 (pesos) was counted 
in the offering. My heart burned with 
compassion and love as I saw precious 
Indians with their worn sandals and 
thread-bare cloaks say, ‘I’ll give one 
hundred (or maybe two hundred) 
pesos.’ They would think little of having 
to fast some meals or sacrifice the only 
burro they possessed in order to give to 
the cause they love so dearly.

God has honored the spiritual hun-
ger, sacrifice, and faithfulness of Latin 
American members and ministers. Facing 
natural disasters, persecution from vari-
ous military regimes, and ethnic conflicts 
among various groups represented, the 
church has endured and moved forward 
to share the message of Jesus. Today, the 
Church of God covers the continent with 
orphanages, Bible schools, various social 
ministries, and Pentecostal preaching, 
singing, and worship in local churches and 
missions. Latin America has some of the 
largest churches in our movement and 
creates innovative ways to minister in the 
21st century. With more than 825,000 
members and 13,500 churches and mis-
sions in 18 countries, the Church of God 
in Latin America has developed and trans-
formed from a mission field to a valuable 
source from which missionaries and min-
isters follow Christ’s command to take the 
gospel to the ends of the earth. ■
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1964–1968 
Vessie D. Hargrave 
serves as World 
Missions director

1965 
Middle East 
Theological 
Institute begins 
in Jerusalem

ns 

1966 
World Missions 
membership 
surpasses that of 
USA and Canada

of 
a

1966 
Church 
integrates 
general 
ministries

THE STORY OF the Church of 
God in Europe, Eurasia, and 
the Middle East is primarily 
a movement spread by immi-

grants and national workers who have 
ministered despite persecution.

Romania’s Apostolic   
Church of God

Romania is the earliest link the Church 
of God has with Europe. In 1922, Sida 
Bradin lay ill with tuberculosis in Paulis 
Village, Arad, Romania, when she and 
her husband, Gheorge, received materi-
als explaining the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
and healing. This ignited their faith, they 
prayed, and Sida was healed. They received 
additional literature in the Romanian  

language published by the Church of God 
and requested more information. Paul 
Budean, a Romanian immigrant minister-
ing in Michigan and Ohio, answered the 
Bradins’ letter and explained Pentecostal 
beliefs. Bradin became the first Pente-
costal pastor in Romania and established 
a church in September 1922. By 1924, 
the Romanian government censored the 
church, but Budean made a trip there to 
minister and baptized the first converts in 
the Mures River late at night. Often mem-
bers walked for miles to worship in secret, 
but the church continued to grow and has 
been known as the Apostolic Church of 
God since 1929.

Trandafir Sandru, who began preaching 
by age 10, remembered when government 

control limited religious practices. In 1941, 
he was baptized in water, which was for-
bidden. Summoned to testify against the 
man who baptized him, Sandru refused to 
swear the oath before testifying and was 
released. He believed divine intervention 
delivered him from certain conviction as 
others had been sentenced to prison for 
their baptism. Sandru later established 
a seminary in 1976, known today as the 
Pentecostal Theological Institute in Bucha-
rest. He also was influential in helping 
secure the fellowship agreement in 1980 
between the Pentecostal Apostolic Church 
of God in Romania and the Church of God.

Freedom of worship was granted to 
Romanian churches after World War II, 
and open-air meetings were held in 1946 

EUROPE, EURASIA, 
 AND THE MIDDLE EAST

EUROPE, EURASIA, AND THE MIDDLE EAST

New Testament Church 
of God congregation 
marching in England

es 

s

1967 
Church 
amalgamates with 
Bethel Full Gospel 
Church in Indonesia 
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1968–1970 
James L. Slay 
serves as World 
Missions director

1970 
Aboud School 
begins in Israel

1972 
Earthquake 
destroys eleven 
churches in 
Nicaragua

with 139 baptized in water. The following 
year Sandru reported, “[O]ur organization 
is one of the most important Protestant 
churches in Romania. This year, about 
550 souls received their water baptism… 
Praise the Lord! The Pentecostal Move-
ment is very powerful here.” During 
political changes in the late 1980s, many 
Romanians migrated and established 
thriving congregations in other parts 
of the world, including North America. 
Moses Ardelean now leads the Romanian 
Apostolic Church of God, which is consid-
ered Europe’s largest Pentecostal body.

Europe’s Multicultural Ministry
Immigrants from the Caribbean intro-

duced the Church of God to England and 
Wales. Oliver Lyseight moved to England 
from Jamaica in 1951 and began evangeliz-
ing. Soon other Caribbean members arrived 
and assisted him. By 1955, congregations 
were in Wolverhampton and Birmingham, 
and the work progressed quickly. The first 
Anglo-British congregation was started in 
Hitchin in 1981 by English minister Brian 
Barnett. Joe Kurian, whose roots are in 
India, has helped establish ethnic churches 
among Indians, South Asians, Romanians, 
Nigerians, and others. As in the Caribbean, 
the church in Britain is known as the New 
Testament Church of God.

The work in Greece was first estab-
lished through the efforts of Herodotus 
Kourpas, a taxi driver, and has expanded 
to include ethnic churches among Filipi-
nos and Romanians. The work in France 
began when Herman Lauster organized 
a church in 1959 among German immi-
grants in Alsace. The following year the 
first French church was organized in 
Troyes by French minister André Weber, 
who first learned about the Church of God 
from J. H. Saayman of South Africa. 

Belgium is a model multicultural 
church. Beginning with a congregation 

founded by Italian-American missionaries 
Gilbert and Edith Scotti that aligned with 
the Church of God in 1973, Belgium’s 
multicultural work was initiated six years 
later when John and Michelle Tijerina 
planted a church in Brussels. John, a 
Mexican-American, and Michelle, a Bel-
gian, quickly connected with immigrants 
from the African Congo. Under the lead-
ership of Martin Mutyebele, the church 
increased its multicultural influence. 
Today, it is the largest Protestant con-
gregation in Belgium and includes many 
nationalities.

In the Netherlands, the lasting work 
was started among Dutch Indonesians 
and a Chinese Indonesian radiologist 
associated with the Full Gospel Bethel 
Church in Indonesia; in Austria among 
Romanian refugees; in Italy by a mis-
sionary from Argentina; in Portugal after 
reading the Church of God Evangel; and in 
Albania through a German Church of God 
humanitarian aid ministry. Currently in 
Scotland, the membership is comprised 
of many nationalities, including Indian, 
Romanian, and Nigerian.

l 
el

1970–1973 
W. E. Johnson 
serves as World 
Missions director

Faithfulness in Persecution
Persecution has strengthened the 

resolve and commitment of ministers and 
members in Europe, including the work 
in Germany started by Herman and Lydia 
Lauster. It was 1926 when the Lausters 
emigrated from Germany to the United 
States, where they later received the Holy 
Spirit baptism and planted a church in 
Maryland. In 1936, the Lord spoke to 
Lauster, “Go to Germany and preach full 
salvation to your people.” That year the 
Lausters returned and began services in 
homes around Stuttgart. In 1938, he wrote: 

I started preaching in the homes without 
permission…. [T]he power fell, and [Emi-
lie Muller] received the Holy Ghost and 
spoke in other tongues. The people saw 
it and got hungry for the blessing. Many 
had told me it would never work in 
Germany as it had in America. But when 
they saw the happiness, they got hungry 
for the Holy Ghost…. We kept preaching 
and the street filled with people. 

It was there that Hitler’s “Home 
Guard” gathered to beat Lauster. God 
protected him, but the Nazis began 

Children worshiping 
at a 1996 convention 
in France

n

1973 
Asian Seminary 
of Christian 
Ministries begins 
in the Philippines
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1973–1976 
T. L. Forester 
serves as World 
Missions director

1976–1980 
Robert White 
serves as World 
Missions director

1975 
Ridgewood Church 
in New York is 
first Romanian 
congregation in USA

1977 
Bethel Bible 
School begins 
in Zambia

1976
Robe
serve
MissA

observing his activities and he was 
arrested in August 1938 for preaching 
without permission. Sent to a labor camp, 
he led several Jews to Christ before they 
were sent to other camps and the certain 
death awaiting them. The Church of God  
observed a day of prayer for Lauster on 
March 5, 1939, and eleven days later he 
was released.

Lauster’s troubles were not over, 
however. In 1942, he was drafted into the 
German military, but used it as an oppor-
tunity to share the gospel with soldiers, 
some of whom became pastors. After the 
war, he was placed in an English prison 
for 15 months. He had not received any 
news from home, but somehow a Church 
of God Evangel was delivered to the prison. 
In it he found a testimony from Lydia, 
his wife, how God had kept their family 
through war. Lauster then knew his fam-
ily was safe. When released, he resumed 
preaching throughout the open harvest 
field of Germany and other countries. 

Germany has become a country from 
which ministers have taken the gospel 
to other areas through both migration 
and missionary appointments, including 
France, Nigeria, Ghana, Zimbabwe, and 
Israel. It is also home to the European 
Theological Seminary, a significant center 
for training ministers throughout Europe.

In Spain, the church also overcame 
early persecution. Custodio Apolo, a 
native Spaniard, was converted in a 
Spanish-speaking Church of God in New 
York City in 1934. He returned to Spain 
in 1937 to share the gospel, but for 20 
years most of his ministry was “under-
ground” because national policy did not 
allow Evangelical churches. In 1949, Apolo 
reported: 

[T]here are many Christians here that 
would make a fine congregation, but 
the governor does not wish to give me 
permission to open a church…. [T]hey 

from Bethlehem, was a Spirit-filled Chris-
tian who worked in the government land 
registration office and evangelized. 

In 1947, D. B. Hatfield arrived as a 
missionary and visited the Suleiman fam-
ily, who joined the Church of God and 
opened their home for services. Within 
days the Palestinian conflict erupted, and 
Hatfield and his family found refuge in 
Egypt. The Suleiman family moved to 
Bethlehem, where they ministered until 
the war subsided between Israel and the 
Arab countries. When Hatfield returned 
after the conflict, he found a thriving Sun-
day school with almost 300 participants, 
some of whom were baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. Several churches were estab-
lished, including one on the Mount of 
Olives in Jerusalem, and nationals Isaac 
Simann, G. M. Kuttab, and Boutros Zarou 
held the work together during some tur-
bulent years of continued conflict.

Having already served in Tunisia and 
France, Margaret Gaines arrived in Jeru-
salem, Jordan, in 1964 and served there 
for more than 50 years. When she began 
her missionary work in Tunisia in 1950, 
the Missions Board would not approve 
unmarried women, but they finally 
endorsed her ministry in 1956. After her 
arrival in Jordan, she met Zarefie Saleh, a 
former teacher desiring a Christian church 
in Aboud. Through this connection, 
Gaines founded a church and school in 
Aboud and ultimately other churches and 
training facilities throughout the region. 
Like those before her, she often minis-
tered in dangerous conditions.

In 1967, the region was proclaiming 
peace, but God gave Gaines a word which 
she delivered on June 4: “Do not expect 
peace. This is the last time we shall wor-
ship in this sanctuary before it is hit by 
bombs. Before next Sunday, war will break 
out and disperse us. Some of you will not 
survive. Prepare to face the issue.” Many 

are trying to find the slightest excuse 
to be able to banish me and make the 
people believe that the gospel has been 
a failure. However, the authorities 
know very well that I have said I will 
leave only in two ways: a prisoner for a 
penitentiary or a corpse for a cemetery. 

In 1956, Apolo’s congregation became the 
first Church of God in Spain.

In Jordan and Israel, our ministers 
have long served under civil unrest. When 
Ralph E. Baney went to Palestine in 1936 
as our first missionary there, he noted 
the dangerous conditions but rejoiced, 
saying, “In the homes, streets, and pris-
ons, I found many people eager to hear 
a testimony of Christ….” No church was 
started as a result of his efforts, and we 
had no permanent ministry there until 
1946, when J. H. Ingram met Hanna K. 
Suleiman in Jerusalem. Suleiman, an Arab 

EUROPE, EURASIA, AND THE MIDDLE EAST

Herman Lauster was imprisoned at Welzheim for 
defying Nazis. The church declared a day of prayer 
and fasting, and he was released 11 days later.

1977 
India Women’s Bible School 
is first international project of 
Women’s Ministries
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heeded the prophecy, which came to pass 
that week. Gaines refused to leave the 
region and found refuge at the Bethlehem 
church until the fighting subsided. Three 
weeks later she returned to find the Jeru-
salem church had sustained significant 
damage from three bombs. Gaines was 
valiant in her efforts and through prayer 
and sensitivity to the Holy Spirit, she 
always overcame with God’s protection. 
Since 1988, the Church of God also has 
operated the Jerusalem Support Center, 
which assists immigrants with relocation 
to Israel, basic supplies, and temporary 
housing. 

The Bulgarian Church of God began 
among house churches operating under 
extreme difficulties. Initially, the church 
was not recognized by the government. 
Ministers and members alike were per-
secuted often with arrests and even fired 
from jobs. In 1987, Pavel Ignatov in Sofia 
was arrested for operating a church with-
out a permit and sentenced to three years’ 

labor in a coal mine. When Church of God 
missions leader Lambert DeLong arrived 
to plead for Ignatov, DeLong was beaten 
by government agents in his hotel room. 
Eventually, the Bulgarian Church of God 
gained government recognition in 1990 
and has experienced significant growth.

Most recently, Ukraine has been rav-
aged by war. Members have been inter-
rogated and oppressed and church facili-
ties damaged. Undaunted, the Church of 
God, which organized there in 1992, is 
responding by establishing social ministry 
outreach centers to provide food, cloth-
ing, counseling, and the gospel. Amid the 
chaos, the church continues to receive 
new converts. 

Even now some churches must min-
ister in secret because of government 
restrictions or safety threats from other 
religious groups. Nonetheless, God con-
tinues to build His Church and the Church 
of God increases throughout Europe, Eur-
asia, and the Middle East. ■

Europe, Eurasia, and  
the Middle East
These dates represent the first permanent 
Church of God ministry in a country or 
territory.

Romania.......................................... 1922
Germany ......................................... 1936
Spain ................................................1937
Israel ................................................ 1946
England ............................................1955
Italy ................................................. 1959
France ............................................. 1960
Switzerland ..................................... 1963
Greece ............................................. 1965
Portugal .......................................... 1965
Macedonia ...................................... 1968
Serbia/Montenegro ........................ 1968
Belgium ............................................1973
Qatar ................................................1976
Scotland ...........................................1979
Bulgaria ........................................... 1982
Netherlands .................................... 1982
Austria ............................................. 1982
Poland ............................................. 1989
Czech Republic  .............................. 1991
Luxembourg ................................... 1991
Russia .............................................. 1992
Ukraine ........................................... 1992
Albania ............................................ 1993
Cyprus ............................................. 1995
Ireland ............................................. 1995
Kuwait ............................................. 1995
Latvia .............................................. 1995
Uzbekistan ...................................... 1995
Oman ...............................................1997
Armenia .......................................... 1998
Hungary .......................................... 1998
Belarus ............................................1999
Kosovo ............................................1999
Lebanon ..........................................1999
Turkey .............................................1999
Nagorno-Karabakh ........................2004

Margaret Gaines teaching 
music theory and reading 

“shape notes” at the Middle 
East Theological Institute at 
the Mount of Olives Church 

of God in Jerusalem, 
Jordan, in 1965.
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T HE NAME “Africa” originally 
referred to land immediately 
south of the Mediterranean, 
but has long been used to 

describe the world’s second largest con-
tinent, which lies between the Atlantic 
and Indian Oceans. Its billion people live 
in diverse cultures, speak more than a 
thousand languages, and practice numer-
ous religions. Lamentably, many Africans 
remain poor with the continuing effects 
of colonial exploitation, political corrup-
tion, tribal and religious warfare, and 
widespread HIV/AIDS severely depressing 
their quality and length of life.  

Despite the challenges, Africa is a great 
harvest field. Scholars documenting the 

growth of Christianity have noted that 
one-fourth of the world’s Christians now 
reside in Africa.  Reports suggest that 
the “center of gravity” for Christianity 
has shifted from Europe to the region 
surrounding Timbuktu in Mali. In 2016, 
the Church of God in Africa has 800,000 
members worshiping in 6,500 churches 
and mission stations in 40 countries, with 
the newest being Guinea-Bissau, where a 
congregation began in 2015.  

Lillian Trasher: Nile Mother 
Church of God ministry on the African 

continent began with Lillian Trasher, who 
established an orphanage in Assiout, Egypt, 
in 1911. Trasher was one of many Pente-

costal missionaries called to take the gospel 
to the ends of the earth before there were 
Pentecostal missions boards to raise finan-
cial support and send them. She was bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit and came into 
the Church of God through a 1909 revival 
in Dahlonega, Georgia. She did evangelistic 
work and served at the Elhanan Training 
Institute and Orphanage that Mattie Perry 
operated, in Marion, North Carolina. By 
1914, Trasher was a credentialed evangelist 
in the Church of God.  

Although Trasher had experience 
working in an orphanage, she did not orig-
inally travel to Egypt to care for children. 
While working with a missionary couple 
there, she found herself responsible for an 
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Pastor and congregation of a village 
church in Angola. In 2016, the Church of 

God has 632 churches and missions in 
the land where Edmond and Pearl Stark 

devoted their lives to the gospel.

1982
Billy J. Rayburn 
becomes director 
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Ministries
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infant whose mother had died. With no 
one else to care for the child, she deter-
mined to do it herself and believe God 
for provision. Over time, she gained the 
respect of the Egyptian people and politi-
cal leaders, so that she was able to survive 
political and social changes when many 
other missionaries did not. Now known as 
the Lillian Trasher Orphanage, by the end 
of her life, the ministry had cared for and 
educated more than 1,200 children. 

In February 1918, the Church of God 
Evangel reported that Trasher’s monthly 
expenses were $260 to care for 80 chil-
dren. Readers of the Evangel regularly 
sent financial support and letters of 
encouragement, and her expressions 
of gratitude frequently appeared in the 
publication. With a growing orphanage, 
however, it was necessary to seek sup-
port from many sources. Like other early 
Pentecostal missionaries who went on 
their own, she reported to and received 
funding from the readers of numerous 
periodicals including, The Bridegroom’s 
Messenger, The Latter Rain Evangel, The 
Weekly Evangel, and Word and Witness. 
With most of her support coming from 
outside the Church of God, Trasher 
became an Assemblies of God missionary 
in November 1919.

J. H. Ingram’s 1936 world tour 
included Egypt, and while there, he met 
with Boutros Labib. On a subsequent 
visit in 1946, Ingram welcomed Labib 
into the Church of God along with the 23 
missions and churches Labib supervised. 
Missionary D. B. Hatfield arrived in 1947 
to assist with the ministry. Church of God 
ministers in Egypt today remain anony-
mous due to continuing persecution of 
Christians there.

Devoting Lives to the Gospel
The first board-appointed Church of 

God missionaries to Africa were Edmond 

and Pearl Stark. Reflecting on the ocean 
crossing she and her husband Edmond 
made, Pearl Stark wrote: 

On April 7, 1938, we watched the last 
glimpse of New York fade out of sight 
and soon realized that we were really 
on our way to the field which God had 
laid on our hearts, Angola, West Africa.  
It was a long journey and sometimes 
through rough seas, but deep down in 
our souls there was a deep calm and 
a peace that only the Lord could give 
when doing His will.  

Although their journey through the 
rough seas of the Atlantic took 35 days, 
the Lord granted peace through even 
rougher days ahead as they devoted their 
lives to the gospel.

1984–1988 
J. H. Walker Jr. 
serves as World 
Missions director

When Edmond and Pearl met in 1937, 
she had already served another denomina-
tion in China and Liberia. Longing to return 
to Africa, she spoke one week at a church 
in Oilton, Oklahoma. When she requested 
someone to operate her slide projector, the 
pastor appointed Edmond. He also felt a 
call to the mission field, and his smile and 
dedication captured her heart.

They married on October 8, 1937, and 
spent their honeymoon at the Church of 
God General Assembly in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. During the Assembly, the 
newlyweds met with the World Missions 
Board, which agreed to appoint them to 
the African country of their choice. After 
investigation and prayer, the young couple 
concluded it was God’s will to go to Angola.

Arriving on May 11, 1938, the Starks 
sought to determine what areas of Angola 
had no Christian presence. They peti-
tioned the government for authorization 
to open a mission in the Kwanza Sul 
district and worked in a nearby territory 
while they waited.

Edmond’s first convert, Bembua, faced 
extreme persecution, including burning 
his home and driving his family from their 
village. This persecution provoked a con-
versation during which Edmond reminded 
Bembua that this world is not our home. 
Perhaps prophetically preparing for rough 
days ahead, Edmond testified, “I do not 
plan to return to my country. Your coun-
try will be my country until I go to God’s 
country. His country is my real country.” 
Within days Edmond developed malaria 

c

1985 
In China, Hong Yang 
becomes a Christian 
while reading a Bible  
to learn English

Edmond and Pearl Stark

“I do not plan to return to 
my country. Your country 
will be my country until I 
go to God’s country. His 

country is my real country.”  
—Edmond Stark
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and died on March 22, 1939. Bembua 
constructed a casket, and Pearl dressed 
Edmond in his wedding suit and buried 
him in the mission field he loved.

Advised not to remain in Angola alone, 
Pearl returned to the United States. Yet, 
her passion for Africa persisted. A World 
War and the Angolan government seemed 
to conspire to keep her from fulfilling God’s 
will for her life, but in February 1948, Pearl 
Stark returned to the African country. 
She ministered there until January 1957. 
Before leaving Angola, she visited the grave 
of her late husband for a final time.

Biographer, Douglas LeRoy, recorded 
that when Pearl Stark left Angola there 
were more than 125 Church of God con-
gregations and mission stations. He con-
cluded, “Edmond Stark died for missions; 
Pearl Stark lived for missions. When 
Edmond’s gospel light was extinguished 
by disease, Pearl picked up a new torch 
and lighted the paths of dark Africa, so 
that many could find their way to Christ.” 
Despite rough seas, they had fulfilled 
God’s will in their lives.

The Strength of Partnership
Along with sending missionaries, the 

Church of God has extended our global 

reach by partnering with already estab-
lished Pentecostal groups. Among the 
most significant partnerships is our amal-
gamation with the Full Gospel Church of 
South Africa. Church of God members 
in the United States learned about this 
extraordinary development through the 
pages of the Evangel in 1951. General 
Overseer H. L. Chesser reported to Evan-
gel readers for almost a month as he and 
World Missions Director J. H. Walker Sr. 
traveled 4,000 miles by car from the Bel-
gian Congo to Johannesburg, South Afri-
ca. In his March 6 letter, Chesser wrote: 

Prospects look promising for the accom-
plishment of unity between the Church 
of God and the Full Gospel Church of 
South Africa. We have received a very 
warm welcome from the brethren we 
have met, and certainly the two groups 
have many things in common.  The fel-
lowship is grand…. and surely they are 
brethren of like precious faith.

Chesser had anticipated the possibility 
of this trip since May 1949 when he and 
other Church of God leaders attended the 
World Pentecostal Conference in Paris. At 
this second global gathering of Pentecos-
tal denominations, he met J. H. Saayman, 
who was the assistant general moderator 

1992 
Church appoints Esdras 
Betancourt first director of 
USA Hispanic Ministries

Africa
These dates represent the first permanent 
Church of God ministry in a country or 
territory.

Angola  ............................................ 1938
Egypt  .............................................. 1946
South Africa .....................................1951
Lesotho  ...........................................1951
Mozambique ...................................1951
Nigeria  .............................................1951
Swaziland.........................................1951
Zambia  ............................................1951
Zimbabwe  .......................................1951
Namibia .......................................... 1952
Botswana  ....................................... 1956
Malawi  .............................................1957
Chad  ............................................... 1963
Ghana  ............................................. 1965
Cameroon .......................................1969
Democratic Republic of Congo  ......1971
Tanzania ..........................................1974
Liberia  .............................................1974
Kenya  ..............................................1977
Burundi  ........................................... 1982
Uganda ........................................... 1982
Mauritius  ........................................ 1983
Reunion  .......................................... 1983
Ivory Coast  ..................................... 1992
Togo  ............................................... 1992
Ethiopia  .......................................... 1994
Burkina Faso  .................................. 1995
Congo  ............................................. 1995
Madagascar  ................................... 1995
Benin  ...............................................1997
Equatorial Guinea  ...........................1997
Mali  ..................................................1997
Niger ................................................1997
Sudan  ............................................. 1998
Gambia ...........................................2000
São Tomé  .......................................2000
Zanzibar  .........................................2000
Senegal  .......................................... 2001
Central African Republic  ................2002
Guinea-Bissau  ................................ 2015

Leaders of the Church of God and Full Gospel Church of South Africa 
meet together to sign an amalgamation agreement in 1951.
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of the Full Gospel Church of South Africa. 
Hearing that Saayman was on his way to 
tour the United States, Chesser invited 
him to visit the Church of God. Saay-
man’s visit culminated in his joining the 
Church of God and preaching at the 1950 
General Assembly, where delegates gave 
an offering for building churches in South 
Africa. The Church of God also appointed 
Saayman as our missions representative 
to countries in the southern region of the 
African continent, including the Union of 
South Africa.

Seeing the value of a partnership 
between the Church of God and the Full 
Gospel Church, Chesser and Saayman 
began to work toward an amalgamation 
of the two Pentecostal bodies. Their labor 
proved successful and led to Chesser and 
Walker’s trip to Johannesburg to com-
plete the union. At their March meeting, 
the Executive Council of the Full Gospel 
Church entered into an agreement with 
the Church of God. The agreement pro-
vided opportunities to support what God 
was already doing in South Africa and 
undergird an expansion of ministry in 
the African countries of Lesotho, Mozam-
bique, Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Namibia, Malawi, Mauritius, Reunion, 
and Madagascar.

The amalgamation agreement signed 
on March 28, 1951, committed to carry 
the gospel to all races and ethnic groups in 
South Africa under the name “Full Gospel 
Church of God in Southern Africa.” By 
virtue of their offices, the moderator of 
the church in South Africa would sit with 
the International Executive Council at the 
International Offices in Cleveland, Ten-
nessee, and the general overseer would sit 
with the Executive Council of the national 
office in South Africa. Each body agreed 
to recognize the ministers and members 
of the other body, and the Church of God 
received 30,000 new members. In 2016, 

our ministry in South Africa includes 
305,000 members “of like precious faith.”

Reaching the continent of Africa and 
its diverse peoples remains a global effort. 
Along with Africans responding to God’s 
call to take the gospel to other African 
nations, numerous European countries 
have sent missionaries to the continent. A 
few examples include Willy and Inge Ruoff 

from Germany, S. E. and Joyce Arnold 
from England, and Peter and Deborah 
Thomas from Germany, who began as 
education director in Ghana and has 
served as field director of West, Central, 
and East Africa since 2008. With God’s 
help, the Church of God around the world 
continues to proclaim the gospel to the 
ends of the earth. ■

1996 
Romanian Pentecostal 
Seminary, Institutul 
Teologic Penticostal, 
begins

Building the Future
LEE UNIVERSITY is an important partner in Africa. In 2015, the university launched an ini-

tiative to support students in integrating faith and vocation “through ethical action, redemp-
tive service, and responsible citizenship in the community, the church, and the world.” As part 
of this initiative, Lee committed to make a difference in the lives of children at the Phebe Grey 
Orphanage in Liberia by harnessing the talent and passion of every department of the univer-
sity. The student body raised funds, and in May 2016, a team of students and faculty worked 
to enhance the library, provide reliable computing, and tackle the challenges of delivering 
electricity. The team took books for the library and classrooms, school supplies, computers, 
mosquito nets, bedding, and solar panels among other items; provided teacher training; and 
performed a community needs assessment in the nearby village. Future plans include building 
a science lab, offering additional teacher training including workshops on childhood trauma, 
and developing a reliable donor base.

Lee University student Spencer Smith introduces children at the Phebe Grey Orphanage in 
Liberia to the computer lab Lee donated and installed. Rachel Roberts and Barbara Curran, 
also Lee students, work in the background with the older students and teachers.
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MORE THAN a century after 
the Church of God first 
reached into Asia, this 
region now has almost four 

million members in 9,521 churches.

Reaching Behind the  
Bamboo Curtain

Jennie Brinson had already been bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit and felt called 
to missions when she joined the Valdosta, 
Georgia, Church of God in 1910. One day 
she began speaking in tongues while talk-
ing with an immigrant store owner, who 
informed her she was testifying of Jesus in 

his native language. This helped spark her 
desire to take the gospel to other lands.

Jennie married Perrin Roy Rushin in 
1911, and they soon traveled to China, 
on which journey P. R. was baptized with 
the Holy Spirit. Arriving in Tsinanfu, 
Shantung, China, in 1914, their witness 
led other missionaries to receive the Holy 
Spirit baptism. However, the host mission 
group where they were staying disap-
proved, and the Rushins had to relocate.

Their outreach ministered mainly 
to the poor, including prostitutes, while 
they operated an orphanage and schools. 
In time, they reported new converts and 

healings, but the work was difficult and 
the numbers were few. 

In 1922, Jennie Rushin returned to 
the United States. At camp meetings and 
the General Assembly, she appealed for 
more workers and financial support. She 
received offerings, but was disappointed 
that only three workers returned to China 
with her. 

The team conducted outdoor meetings 
and established three churches by 1923. 
During one meeting, a drug addict of 28 
years was delivered from his addictions. 
Returning to his hometown, he testified 
and others returned with him, walking 40 
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miles through the mountains. Ten believ-
ers were baptized in water, and others 
were baptized with the Holy Spirit.

After the Church of God division in 
1923, the Rushins received little finances 
or communication. They reported less 
frequently, and by 1927, contact was 
lost. To help their ministry, they changed 
their name to McNair after Russians 
migrated into China, as many Chinese did 
not embrace the Russians and, because 
“Rushin” sounded similar, it created dif-
ficulty when ministering.

It was not until Paul C. Pitt wrote 
to  J. H. Ingram in 1936 that a known 
Church of God presence returned to 
China. Pitt, a Canadian missionary there 
since 1928, wanted to work with a Pen-
tecostal group after receiving the Holy 
Spirit baptism. Although no Church of 
God leader ever met Pitt in person, there 
was a kindred association through his 
letters and reports. At the 1937 General 
Assembly, he was ordained, although 
unable to attend. 

Pitt experienced a successful ministry 
in China and assimilated himself among 
the Chinese by wearing their garments 
and learning their language. In 1939, he 
testified: 

Oh, what a blessing we did receive at 
our fall meetings! Many confessed their 
sins…. Tears of joy flowed and the Holy 
Spirit worked. Some lay like they were 
slain, on the cold, brick floor. Others 
leaped for joy. [At the] baptismal ser-
vice, the Holy Ghost fell on seven. A boy 
of eleven years I had to take in my arms 
in the water. He spoke in a most beauti-
ful language. One elderly sister leaped 
from the water under the power. Oh, 
the joy our Savior gives us daily! The 
Holy Spirit fell and forty-six received 
Him according to Acts 2:4. 

Unfortunately, contact ceased with 
Pitt during World War II, and the church 
learned of his death in 1942. 

In 1985, Hong Yang became a Chris-
tian while studying at a Chinese univer-
sity. His wife, Esther, recalled, 

Through studying English literature 
and after much persistence, he finally 
got a copy of the English Bible. Through 
reading the Word of God, he was 
touched by the Holy Spirit and saved by 
the Lord. Later, through the fellowship 
and discipleship of two American Chris-
tian teachers, Drs. Murl and Carolyn 
Dirksen, he [became] a strong believer 
in the Lord Jesus Christ.

He then led Esther to the Lord. After 
graduation, Yang was permitted to move 
to the United States to continue his   
education, after which he and Esther 
began ministering in Puerto Rico in 1990. 
They have since taken the gospel to many 
countries.

Full Gospel Church of God   
in India

The earliest ministry efforts of the 
Church of God in India were in the form 
of financial support to John Manoah, an 

2004–2008 
Roland Vaughan 
serves second 
tenure as World 
Missions director

independent missionary. J. H. Ingram vis-
ited Manoah during his “Golden Jubilee 
Tour” in 1936. During this trip, he also 
met Robert Cook, an independent mis-
sionary who went to India in 1913 as a 
result of the Azusa Street Revival. 

After meeting with Ingram, Cook and 
the 66 churches he supervised unanimous-
ly agreed to join the church, adopting the 
name Full Gospel Church of God in India. 
Ingram also received other independent 
groups into the church while in India.

National ministers took the gospel 
to different language groups, including 
Malayalam, Tamil, Teluga, and Hindi. The 
longest serving national leader was T. M. 
Varughese, an educator. When teaching 
the Malayalam language to Cook’s daugh-
ter, Blossom, Varughese learned basic 
Bible doctrines from her. Soon he and his 
wife followed the Lord in water baptism 
and received the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit. Cook appointed Varughese as field 
secretary, a position he held 41 years. 

In Varughese’s biography, Douglas 
LeRoy wrote, “He traveled by ox cart and 
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bicycles to the village churches. He rode 
all over South India on his two wheeler 
preaching the gospel. Sometimes he had 
to cycle 32 miles through the forest to 
reach preaching stations.” Varughese was 
even jailed for his loyalty to the minis-
try. In his later years, he noted, “I love 
the Church of God, and I want to die as 
a good soldier, fighting for the sound 
doctrines which our church teaches and 
bringing many souls to the Lord.” Varu-
ghese mentored countless ministers, 
helped establish Bible schools and Sunday 
schools, organized over 300 churches, 
baptized several thousand converts, and 
held the record throughout Asia for the 
most years of unbroken ministry.

Servicemen and School  
Teachers in Japan

The work in Japan originated among 
military families. In 1950, Mary Flowers 
of Pennsylvania joined her husband, Ser-
geant Henry Flowers, who was stationed 
in Yokohama. By August, the Evangel 
reported, “Mrs. Henry Flowers, a Church of 
God Sunday school teacher, has now joined 
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but wanted to learn English. She con-
ducted English classes in her apartment 
using the Bible as her textbook. “One of 
my first students was a young man I met 
on a train one Sunday morning. I invited 
him to come, he told his friends, and they 
invited others,” Comans recalled. Interest 
grew and soon Comans and others were 
invited to “teach English” classes at Wase-
da University and local high schools. As a 
result of these Bible classes, the Church 
of God built a church and youth center in 
Tokyo funded through a 1962 YWEA mis-
sions project. Comans shared the gospel in 
Japan for more than 10 years and later in 
China by directing plays about Jesus’ birth.

Today, the work in Japan is led by 
national ministers. The churches give gen-
erously to missions and continue to focus 
on reaching the youth of their country.

Working Together to Build   
the Kingdom

The Church of God is multicultural 
in many Asian countries. Malaysia has 
Indian and Chinese congregations, and 
Australia reaches more than 10 nationali-
ties, including ministry to the indigenous 
Aborigines. In Hong Kong, our member-
ship is mainly Filipino and part of “Word 
for the World,” a ministry Gerald Hollo-
way led with churches in many countries. 
The Asian Seminary of Christian Minis-
tries in Manilla, Philippines, is a major 
training center preparing students from 
various ethnicities for ministry through-
out Asia.

In Cambodia, the church is building 
the Kingdom through social ministries, 
including building an actual city in 
Andong. When completed, the city will 
have paved streets, underground sewage, 
a school, and 1,000 new homes provided 
through People for Care and Learning 
(PCL), an independent benevolent orga-
nization with roots in the Church of God. 

her soldier husband in Japan, and in the 
hotel has organized a Sunday school and 
young people’s meeting, with increasing 
attendance and interest.” When Sergeant 
Flowers was reassigned to Korea, Mary 
remained in Japan until she learned her 
husband had been captured and died.  Ser-
vicemen, such as Leon Simms and Arthur 
Shannon, conducted tent services and Sun-
day schools until they were reassigned.

L. E. and Letha Heil were appointed 
missionaries to Japan in 1952 and held 
services in their home in Yokohama. In 
1954, Otani San became the first convert, 
and the first church was set in order with 
Toshihiko Shimada assigned pastor. Joan 
Wakeford, a missionary from Durban, 
South Africa, arrived in 1956, and the 
Yokohama Bible Institute was started in 
1961. One of the first students was Kazu-
moto Yatsuzuka, who later led the church 
in Japan.

In Tokyo, Mary Grace Comans, a lay 
member from Mississippi, arrived in 1959 
to teach children of U. S. military person-
nel. Comans quickly discovered Japanese 
youth had little interest in Christianity, 

Chinese minister Mark 
Chen led house churches 

to begin the Church of 
God in Taiwan in the 

early 1980s.
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for church growth and multiplication. In 
addition to more than 5,000 churches, 
it provides educational institutions for 
ministers and trains educators for public 
schools, which permit the teaching of 
Christianity in the classroom. Numerous 
social ministries operate as forms of out-
reach to share the gospel, and Indonesian 
members are actively planting churches 
throughout the world. With three million 
members, the Bethel Full Gospel Church 
of God reveals how the Holy Spirit is 
empowering the church to take the gospel 
to the ends of the earth. ■

PCL operates orphanages, English classes, 
job training opportunities, medical clinics, 
clean water projects, and teaches agricul-
tural skills. Members living in Cambodia, 
such as Julie Martinez, extend the reach 
of the Church of God there.

Our Indonesian Partnership 
Beginning in the 1950s, the Church of 

God sustained a connection with Indone-
sia, particularly through friendship with 
Ho Senduk. 

Senduk was leader of the Gereja Bethel 
Injil Sepenuh (Bethel Full Gospel Church), 
which in 1952 had separated from a 
Pentecostal organization tracing its roots 
to the first Pentecostal Movement in 
Indonesia. After his initial contact with 
the Church of God, Senduk prayed for a 
partnership. He traveled to the United 
States in 1958 and joined the North 
Cleveland Church of God as an ordained 
minister, but the time was not yet right 
for the Indonesian church. With the fall 
of Communism in Indonesia, the partner-
ship became official in February 1967 
when General Overseer Charles W. Conn, 
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Ho Senduk, and other leaders met in 
Jakarta to sign an agreement. In English, 
the church is known as “Bethel Full Gos-
pel Church of God” and in Indonesian as 
“Gereja Bethel Indonesia.” 

The initial years of the transition 
proved difficult as the Indonesian church 
divided, but Senduk reorganized in 1970 
with 135 ministers and 11,070 members. 
His capable leadership guided the Indone-
sian church for 50 years. 

Unlike other parts of the world, 
national ministers have always led the 
ministry in Indonesia. International 
missionary-educators have been helpful to 
the work, including Thomas Sands, who 
served from 1975 to 1983, and Tommy 
Smith, who arrived in 1984 and continues 
to minister there. A prominent Indone-
sian pastor, Niko Njotorahardjo, pastors 
the largest Church of God in the world. 
Located in Jakarta, it has over 250,000 
members, including 6,000 cell groups and 
900 branches throughout the world. 

Although Indonesia has the world’s 
largest population of Muslins, Bethel 
Full Gospel Church of God is a model 

Asia/Pacific
These dates represent the first permanent 
Church of God ministry in a country or 
territory.

China  .............................................. 1914
India  ................................................ 1936
Philippines  .......................................1947
Japan  .............................................. 1954
Kiribati  .............................................1955
South Korea  ................................... 1965
Indonesia .........................................1967
Australia ...........................................1976
Pakistan  ..........................................1977
Myanmar  ........................................1981
Taiwan .............................................1981
Fiji  ................................................... 1983
Hong Kong...................................... 1986
New Zealand  ..................................1987
Western Samoa  ..............................1987
Singapore  ....................................... 1989
Malaysia  ......................................... 1991
Cook Islands  ................................... 1994
Tonga Islands  ................................. 1994
Vietnam  ......................................... 1994
Sri Lanka  .........................................1997
Nepal  ..............................................1999
Papua New Guinea  ........................2002
Bangladesh  .................................... 2003
Cambodia  ......................................2008

Graduation exercises 
of the Tamilnadu Bible 
Institute in Coimbatore, 

India, in 1980
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